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Say this part once:

| bear witness that e there is none worthy of worship ¢ except Allah. ® He is One »
[and] has no partner, ® and | bear witness ¢ that Mohammad [peace be upon him] e is
His servant and His messenger.

Say this part once:

| solemnly pledge that ¢ | shall endeavor ¢ throughout my life ¢ for the propagation
and consolidation ¢ of Ahmadiyyat in Islam, ¢ and shall stand guard e in defense of e
the institution of Khilafat. ¢ | shall not hesitate ¢ to offer any sacrifice ® in this regard. o
Moreover, * | shall exhort my children e to always remain dedicated ¢ and devoted to
Khilafat. e [Insha’allah].

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

Calendar 2012
Monthly Ansar General Meeting: of every monthat __:  AM/PM
Local ljtima“ on: at
Regional ljtima‘ on: at

Jalsa Salana (Annual Convention): June 29-July 1 at

Ramadan: July 20 to August 18 ‘Idul Fitr: August 19 (Sunday)

National Ijtima‘: October 12-14 (Fri-Sun) at Baitur Rahman Mosque, Silver Spring, MD

‘Idul Adha: October 26, 2012 (Friday)

See http://ansarusa.org/dept_talim for Ta’lim exam and essay writing competition deadline.




Month

Holy Qur'an*

Hadith

Topics for the Monthly Meetings

Moral Training **

Tabligh

Health

Jan

Surah Al ‘lmran (Ch. 3)
Verses 1-3

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 31

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Nature of Revelation)

Practice truth in all aspects of
your life (FS 9-Sep-11)

Qur'anic directives about Tabligh - what are
they and how to best utilize them in society
today

Healthy Life (Nutrition &
Exercise) - New Year
Resolution

Feb

Surah Al ‘Imran (Ch. 3)
Verses 4-5

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 32

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Nature of Revelation)

Significance of Friday in Islam
(FS 18-Sep-09)

A discourse on how the Holy Prophet, peace
be on him, spread the message of Islam

High Blood Pressure

Mar

Surah Al ‘lmran (Ch. 3)
Verses 6-7

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 33

Revelation Rationality and Truth
(Divine Revelation and Rationality)

Strive for real worship of
Allah (FS 26-Aug-11)

The five methods of Tabligh outlined by the
Promised Messiah (peace be on him)

Heart Disease & Stroke

Apr

Surah Al ‘lmran (Ch. 3)
Verse 8

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 34

Revelation Rationality and Truth
(Divine Revelation and Rationality)

Fulfill obligations of
populating Mosques with
Tagwa (righteousness) and
quality Salat (FS 30-Sep-11)

The major issues confronting Western
societies today and how true Islam can help
resolve them

Cancer- Colon & Prostate

May

Surah Al ‘lmran (Ch. 3)
Verses 9-10

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 35

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Quran and Cosmology)

Marital Disharmony and
Friction
(FS 10-Nov-06)

The future of Islam and the world as found
in the prophecies of the Promised Messiah
(peace be on him)

Obesity and Weight
Management

Jun

Surah Al ‘Imran (Ch. 3)
Verses 1-10 (Review)

Forty Gems of Beauty

Hadith # 31 — 35 (Review)

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Quran and Cosmology)

Potent power of Salat, Dua,
and connection with God (FS
20-May-11)

Christianity - facts to fiction

High Cholesterol and
Management

Jul

Surah Al ‘lmran (Ch. 3)
Verses 191-192

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 36

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Origin of Life — Different Theories and
Propositions)

Ramadan and servants of the
Gracious God (FS 12-Aug-11)

- Biblical prophecies about the advent of
Islam

- Why Jesus (peace be on him) cannot come
back

Life after Retirement

Aug

Ramadan Break

Sep

Surah Al ‘Imran (Ch. 3)
Verses 193-196

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 37 and 38

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Origin of Life — Different Theories and
Propositions; Topic 2: The Jinn)

Guide us in the right path (FS
17-Jun-11)

Ahmadiyyat fulfills the prophecies
concerning the second coming of Jesus
(peace be on him)

Aging and how to deal with it

Oct

Surah Al ‘Imran (Ch. 3)
Verses 197-199

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 39

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Jinn)

Allah’s Guidance for the
righteous towards truth (FS
3-Jun-11)

The truth of the Promised Messiah (peace be
on him) according to the Holy Qur'an and
Ahadith

Harmful effects of Tobacco
Drugs and Alcohol

Nov

Surah Al ‘Imran (Ch. 3)
Verses 200-201

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 40

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Future of Life on Earth)

Truth, Faith, Righteousness,
and Obedience (FS 22-Apr-
11)

The Fallacy of the Lahori view versus the
true status of the Promised Messiah (peace
be on him)

Annual Health Examination

Dec

Surah Al ‘Imran (Ch. 3)
Verses 191-192
(Review)

Forty Gems of Beauty
Hadith # 36-40 (Review)

Revelation Rationality and Truth (The
Future of Life on Earth)

Strive for high quality, God
conscious, and purity (FS 16-
Sep-11)

The Ahmadiyya Khilafat is the solution to the
problems faced by the Muslim world

Alzheimer & Dementia

* Holy Qur’an syllabus includes memorization, translation, and commentary of selected verses
** ES refers to Friday Sermon by Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih (ayyadahullahu ta‘ala binasrihil-‘aziz) available at http://alislam.org/archives.

Majlis Ansarullah, USA
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Self-Assessment and Goals

Name: Jama’at Member Code:
MEASURE GOAL RESULTS

Finance

Ansar Dues /

litima‘ Dues /

Publication Dues $10/ year

Tahrik Jadid Dues /

Wagqf Jadid Dues /

Education

Ta‘lilm Exam | of 2012

By June 2012

Ta‘ll'm Exam Il of 2012 By Dec 2012

Health. Height: inches Weight: Ib
BMI (Body Mass Index) 20to 25

Blood Pressure Under 120/80

Cholesterol - Total

125 - 200 mg/dL

Cholesterol - HDL (good)

Over 40 mg/dL

Cholesterol - LDL (bad)

Under 100 mg/dL

Glucose (fasting)

65 to 100 mg/dL

Triglycerides

Under 150 mg/dL

Other Personal Goals for 2012

Majlis Ansarullah, USA




Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

AHMADIYYA
MUSLIM COMMUNITY

Muslims who believe in the Messiah,
Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani
(peace be on him)

Majlis Ansarullah, USA



Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

National ‘Amila (revised 1/27/2012)

# NAME
1 Wajeeh Bajwa

2 Khaled A. Ata

3  Imran Hayee

4 Naseem A. Waseem

5 Basit Khan

6 Magbool Ahmad Tahir

7  Rafiuddin Malik

8 Rizwan Qadir

9  Munawar A. Saqgib

10 Monas Ahmad Chaudry

11 Syed Fazal Ahmed

12 Syed Sajid Ahmad

13 Abu Bakar Bin Saeed

14 Muneeb Ahmad

15 Muhammed K. Owusu

16 Waseem Ahmad

17 Abdullah Ennin

18 Syed Tanvir Ahmad

19 M. Dawood Munir

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

OFFICE / E-MAIL

Sadr

sadr@ansarusa.org

Na'ib Sadr Awwal
naibsadr.awwal@ansarusa.org
Na'ib Sadr Saf Dom
naibsadr.safdom@ansarusa.org
Mu’awin Sadr (IT)
muawinsadr.it@ansarusa.org
Mu’awin Sadr (Special Projects)
muawinsadr.sp@ansarusa.org
Qa'id Umumi
gaid.umumi@ansarusa.org
Qa'id Isha'at (Publication)
gaid.ishaat@ansarusa.org
Qa'id Ithar (Social Services)
gaid.ithar@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Mal (Finance)
gaid.mal@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Ta’lim (Education)
gaid.talim@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Ta’'limul Qur'an (Education of the Holy Qur’an)

gaid.talimulguran@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Tabligh (Preaching)
gaid.tabligh@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Tahrik Jadid

gaid.ti@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Tajnid (Membership)
gaid.tajnid@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Tarbiyat (Training)
gaid.tarbiyat@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Tarbiyat Nau Muba'i'in (New Converts)
gaid.newconverts@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Waqgf Jadid

gaid.wj@ansarusa.org

Qa'id Zehanat wa Sehat-e-Jismani (Health)
gaid.health@ansarusa.org

Auditor

auditor@ansarusa.org

ELL

919-632-9567

301-275-9535

732-801-4657

732-213-6743

410-530-8235

248-918-0233

614-915-4375

248-703-2166

856-495-6421

714-488-7407

215-805-3610

701-200-1674

414-372-0905

920-279-6298

804-512-8621

317-450-0278

414-241-5917

601 209 3546

832-526-8614
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Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

Adopted from the
Constitution of Majlis Ansarullah

Constituting date: September 2, 2005 (revised on September 14, 2006)

Aims and Objectives
3. Majlis Ansarullah shall have the following aims and objectives:
a. To establish an organization for all Ahmadi men over the age of forty.
b. To inculcate the following amongst its members:
i. The love of Allah.
ii. The spirit to promote and propagate the teachings of Islam.
iii. The enthusiasm to call to Islam and serve mankind.
iv. The spiritual and moral training of children and youth.
v. The spirit of protecting the institution of Khilafat.
vi. The spirit of placing collective interests above individual interests.
c. It shall purely be a religious organization with no political interest whatsoever.
8. a. Every male Ahmadi above the age of 40 years shall be a member of this Majlis.
b. The members of Maijlis Ansarullah shall be divided into two age groups:
Saf Awwal shall consist of members over 55 years.
Saf Dom shall consist of members between 40 and 55 years
c. An Ahmadi who does not owe allegiance to Hadrat Khalifatul Masih shall not be
eligible for membership.

Duties of members

190. To carry out orders of Hadrat Khalifatul Masih and the officers appointed by him.

191. To carry out the orders of Sadr Majlis, Na'ib Sadr Awwal, Na'ib Sadr Saf Dom and other
office bearers of the Majlis.

193. To regularly carry out all the programs of Majlis Ansarullah.

194. To abide by the prescribed reformative measures in the event of negligence or default.

195. It shall be necessary that all the office-bearers and members are fully aware of the
rules and regulations contained in the Constitution and abide by them.

Financial Obligations
192. To pay the prescribed subscriptions of Majlis Ansarullah. In case of financial inability,
a member may obtain exemption from Sadr Majlis.
Prescribed Rates of Ansar Chanda (Dues) are:
e Ansar dues are 1% of the take home income.
e |jtema dues are 1/8 of the total Ansar dues

e  Publication dues are $10 yearly per Ansar

Example: For a yearly income of 540,000, Ansar dues: 5400, ljtima' dues: S50 and publication dues: 510
yearly. Thus total dues on 540,000 income will be S460 per year (based on the net take home pay which
is gross salary minus the essential deductions (taxes and insurances).

22. cii. Any member who is in arrears as regard Dues of Majlis Ansarullah shall not be
allowed to participate or vote in the elections of Majlis Ansarullah.
iii. A member who is in arrears of Obligatory Dues (Chanda Am, Chanda Jalsa Salana)
for six months or more shall not be eligible to become an office-bearer.

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 7
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2012 Syllabus

The Holy Qur'an:
1. Chapter 3, Surah Al ‘imran, Verses 1 - 10 (From January - June 2012).
2. Chapter 3, Surah Al ‘Imran, Verses 191 - 201 (From July - December 2012).
Every household should have at least one copy of Holy Qur’an with either English or Urdu
translation. http://www.alislam.org/quran/search2/showChapter.php?ch=3

Hadith:
Forty Gems of Beauty

http://www.alislam.orqg/library/books/Forty Gems of Beauty-20080905MN.pdf

Books:

Revelation, Rationality, Knowledge, and Truth by: Hadrat Khalifatul Masth 1V (ra)

1. ChapterIV: (43 pages in English Book) (34 Pages in Urdu Book)
English Book:  http://www.alislam.org/library/books/revelation/part 4 section 1.html

Urdu Book: http://www.alislam.org/urdu/pdf/RRKT-Urdu-ch4.pdf

2. ChapterV: (25 pages in English Book) (18 Pages in Urdu Book)
English Book:  http://www.alislam.org/library/books/revelation/part 5 section 1.html

Urdu Book: http://www.alislam.org/urdu/pdf/RRKT-Urdu-ch5.pdf

Essay Writing Competition: Deadline to submit essay is June 30, 2012

Topics:
1. What are the ways in which careless use of social media can lead to societal harm and
what solution Islam offers?
2. What are the major issues confronting Western societies today and how Islam can help
resolve them?
3. Concepts for the parent -child relationship based on guiding principles from three major
religions.

Instructions (All essays should be):
e |n English, on one of the topics listed above
e Contains minimum 3,000 and maximum 5,000 words
e Be submitted in MS Word (Typed, double space, letter size paper)
e Be free of spelling and factual errors
e List all bibliography references
Prizes: The following prizes will be awarded at the National ljtema:
First: $300.00 Second:  $200.00 Third:  $100.00

Essay should be submitted in electronic format (MS Word file) to Qa’id Ta‘lim (Education), Monas
Ahmad Chaudry, at monas123@gmail.com

Suggested English Learning Resources:
1. http://www.1-language.com or for Free Materials http://www.usalearns.org/index/

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 8
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Ta’'limul Qur’an

Chapter 3: Al ‘Imran

Verses1-10

I. In the name of Allah, the
Gracious, the Merciful.

2. AhfLam Mim.i

3. Alldh is He beside Whom there is

no God, the Living, the Seclf-
Subsisting and All-Sustaining.

* 4, He has sent down to thee the Book
containing the truth and fulfilling
that which precedes it; and He sent
down the Torah and the Gospel

5. Before this, as a guidance to the
people; and He has sent down the
Discrimination. Surely, those who
deny the Signs of Alldh shall have a
severe punishment. And Alladh is
Mighty, Possessor of the power to
requite.

6. Surely, nothing in the earth or in
the heaven is hidden from Allah.

7. He it is Who fashions you in the
wombs as He wills; there is no God
but He, the Mighty, the Wise.

8. He it is Who has sent down to thee
the Book: in it there are verses that
are decisive in meaning—they are
the basis of the Book—and there are
others that are susceptible of
different interpretations. But those
in whose hearts is perversity pursue

Majlis Ansarullah, USA
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Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

such thereof as are susceptible of
different interpretations, secking
discord and seeking wrong interpre-
tation of it. And none knows its right
interpretation except Allah and
those who are firmly grounded in
knowledge; they say, ‘We believe in
it; the whole is from our Lord.’—
And none heed except those gifted
with understanding.—

9. ‘Our Lord, let not our hearts
become perverse after Thou hast
guided us; and bestow on us mercy
from Thyself; surely, Thou alone art
the Bestower.

10. ‘Our Lord, Thou wilt certainly
assemble mankind together on the
Day about which there is no doubt;
surely, Allah breaks not His prom-
ise.’
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Verses191 - 201

191. In the creation of the heavens
and the earth and in the alternation
of the night and the day there are
indeed Signs for men of understand-
ing;

192. Those who remember Allah
while standing, sitting, and /ving on
their sides, and ponder over the
creation of the heavens and the
garth: “Our Lord, Thou hast not
created this in vain; nay, Holy art
Thou; save us, then, from the
punishment of'the Fire.

193, *Our Lord, whomsoever Thou
causest to enter the Fire, him hast
Thou surely disgraced. And the
wrongdoers shall have no helpers.

194. “Our Lord, we have heard a
Crier calling us unto faith, ‘Believe
ye in your Lord,” and we have
believed. Our Lord, forgive us,
therefore, our errors and remove
from us our evils, and in death
number us with the righteous.

195, *“*Our Lord, give us what Thou
hast promised to us through Thy
Messengers; and disgrace us not on
the Day of Resurrection. Surely,
Thou breakest not Thy promise.”
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196. So their Lord answered their
prayers, saving, ‘1 will allow not the
work of any worker from among
you, whether male or female, to be
lost. You are from one another.
Those, therefore, who have emi-
grated, and have been driven out
from their homes, and have been
persecuted in My cause, and have
fought and been killed, I will surely
remove from them their evils and
will cause them to enter Gardens
through which streams flow—a
reward from Allah, and with Allah is
the best of rewards.’

197. Let not the moving about of the
disbelievers in the land deceive
thee.

198. It is a small and brief advan-
tage, then Hell shall be their abode.
Whatan evil place of rest!

199. But those who fear their Lord
shall have Gardens through which
streams flow; therein shall they
abide—an entertainment from
Allah. And that which is with Allah
is still better for the righteous.
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200. And surely among the People
of the Book there are some who
believe in Alldh and in what has
been sent down to you and in what
was sent down to them, humbling
themselves before Allah. They
barter not the Signs of Allah for a
paltry price. It is these who shall
have their reward with their Lord.
Surely, Alldh is swift to take
account.

201. O ye who believe! be steadfast
and strive to excel in steadfastness
and be on your guard and fear Allah
that you may prosper.

Majlis Ansarullah, USA
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Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

Ta‘lim Study Material

English:
Hadith:

Forty Gems of Beauty
From January - June 2012  Hadith # 31-35

From July - December 2012 Hadith # 36-40

Books:

Revelation, Rationality, Knowledge, and Truth by: Hadrat Khalifatul Masth IV (may Allah have
mercy on him)

e ChapterIV:
0 The Nature of Revelation.
0 Divine Revelation & Rationality.
0 The Qur’an and Cosmology.
e ChapterV:
0 Origin of Life-Different Theories and Propositions.
0 Thelinn.
0 The Future of Life on Earth.

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 14



Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

Hadith Section

Majlis Ansarullah, USA
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Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

Hadith No. 31

A Believer is Never Bitten Twice
in the Same Hole
Marrated by Hadrat Abd Hurairah, Allah be pleased with

him: Said the Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah
be on him ever and evermore):

“4 believer is never bitten twice in the same
hole.”

(Bukhar)
Explanatory Note
This charming Hadith holds a vast meaning, It's plain

and simple purport is that the true believer remains alert and
on guard. If he puts his hand in a hele (ie., if he comes in

Forty Gems of Beauiy—i37

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

contact with a person, party or people), he sees fo it that he is
not bitten the second time. In other words, he gets alert after
his very first experience and is saved from further injury,
refusing to give the other party another chance o hurt him.
By means of this observation, the Holy Prophet (peace of
Allah be on him and His blessings) has enjoined on the
Muslims to remain exceedingly alert and on guard, and
described it as a characteristic of the frue Muslim, that
becanse of his inherently trustful disposition, he may be
deceived once but is never deceived twice by the same person
or in the same affair, and that profiting by each bitter
experience, he tends further to strengthen his position, and
thus goes on opening for himself further avenues of progress,
one after the other.

This observation of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be on him) applies with equal force to all
the phases and opportunities of one’s life. If, for instance, a
Muslim has been cheated once by a dishonest businessman,
this Hadith is there to warn him to beware of giving the
crook another chance to swindle him. If a professional thug
cheated a Muslim once, this Hadith warns him against being
swindled a second time by the same crook. And if a person
cheated a Muslim by posing as a friend, this Hadith alerts
him to beware of playing in the hands of that cheat again. In
short, this Hadith is of a very wide scope. Even in cases when
a man does something believing it to be innocent, or
knowing it to be sinful but failing to realize its gravity and
realizing its harm only after practical experience, this Hadith
serves him as a torch of guidance, warning him against
repeating his mistake. In fact, it will not be in keeping with
the insight of a Muslim if he is bitten twice in the same hole.
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In short, this beautiful Hadith cantions every Muslim o
live with his eves open in this world and o make every fall a
means of further strengthening of his feet and to leap
forward after every slip and continue to march on and
onward.
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Hadith No. 32

No Deed is Better than Good Conduct

Marrated by Hadrat Abd Darda, Allah be pleased with
him: Said the Prophet of Allih (Blessings of Allah be on him
and His peace):

“Mothing weighs heavier in the scale of God
than the excellence of conduct.”

(Abn Diwid.)

Explanatory Note

Excellent social behavior is half the faith, Islam has laid
tremendous emphasis on it, so much so, that according to
this Hadith, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be on him) declared that there was nothing weightier in the
Divine scale than excellent conduct. In another Hadith, he
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says that whoso was not grateful fo man was not grateful fo
God. In fact, excellence of social conduct constitutes the
basis of every virtue; even spirituality is but an advanced
state of good conduct. It is therefore that our Chief has laid
so much stress on the improvement of social conduct and in
thiz behalf the Ahadith reported are far too many to be
enumerated.

Besides, in so far as the expression of social ethics
through individual conduct is concerned, Islim does not
omit to satisfy the rights of any claimant. From God down to
men and from among men, from the monarch down to the
humble servant, good conduct has been enjoined on all,
Rights of officers, of subordinates, of the father and of the
son, of friend and of foe, of man and of beast, in short of each
and every one, have been assigned. And, again, it has been
enjoined to discharge these obligations in the best possible
manner. Even minor and secondary virtues have not been
left out. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
on him) went so far as to say that if a person meet his
acquaintances with a smiling countenance to please them, it
will be considered an act of moral excellence on his part,
making him worthy of merit in the eves of God. On another
occasion he advised that thorny or slippery or stinking
objects, or stumbling blocks, should be removed from the
way lest another brother should suffer thereby,

In regard to merciful treatment of others he said,

“0One who showed not compassion to others
would not deserve it of God.”

He was personally endowed with such excellence of social
conduct that he never turned down the request of anyone for
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help, never first let go the hand of anvbody once he grasped
it; he took compassionate care of orphans and supported
widows, won over his neighbors through kindly treatment,
attended to his poorest of companions in their sickness and
gave them new heart by the charm of his comforting speech,
so full of compassion and love.

A poor old woman, who lived in Medina, used to sweep
the Masjid-i-Nabawl, (the Prophet’s mosque). When the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be on him) did
not see her for a few days, he enquired of companions
whether she was in good health. The companions submitted
that she had expired after a short illness and considering that
it would distress him, they did not inform him when her
funeral was taken out. This grieved him to no small extent,
and he complained, why they did not inform him of her
death. And then he left to visit her grave and prayed for her
departed soul.

On one occasion, probably before the command for the
women to observe seclusion was revealed, he was with his
honored wife Hadrat ‘A'ishah, when a person called on him.
On receiving the infimation, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him) remarked to Hadrat ‘A’ishah
that the visitor was not a good man. But when he came fo
him, he talked to him in an affectionate and conciliatory
tone. As he went away, Hadrat ‘Aishah submitted, “O
Prophet of Allah, vou do not hold a good opinion of him and
vet you have been so engaging to him in your conversation.”
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be on him)
said,
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“:&ishah! is it not my duty to deport myself
in excellent ways in my social contact with the
people?™
Before embracing Islim, Abd@l Sufyan was a bitter enemy
of the Holy Prophet (peace of Allih and His blessings on
him). But when the Caesar of Rome enquired of him about
the teachings of the Holy Prophet to his people (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him) and asked if he had ever broken
a promise or betrayed a trust, Abli Sufyin had nothing to say
about the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be on
him) but that he prohibited worship of idols and taught
excellent manners and that he had never broken the pledge
he made with them.

This excellence of his conduct was not confined to men
only, He has included even dumb animals within the fold of
his compassion. He would constantly impress on his
companions,

) o
“It is a good deed to show compassion to all
living beings.”

Once when a camel was moaning piteously under the
weight of excessive load, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Alldh be on him) was deeply moved and walking
over to the beast, compassionately patted his head and told
his owner that the dumb animal was complaining of his cruel
treatment and that he should treat him with considerateness
so that he may be shown compassion in the heavens.
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Such are the manners as have been taught us by our
Master. It grieves one’s heart to see many Muslims of today
being so very unmindful of their social duties.
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Hadith No. 33

Respect

the Respectable Chiefs of Other People

Marrated by Hadrat Ibn Umar, All3h be pleased with
him: Said the Prophet of Alldh (peace of Alldh be on him and

His blessings):

“When the leaders of a people pav you a
visit, show them due respect.”

(Ibni Majah)

Explanatory Note

The most effective means of promoting wholesome
relations between countries and nations and parties lies in
respecting and honoring leaders and dignitaries of one
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another. Our Master (peace and blessings of Allah be on
him) has been very emphatic to the Muslims in this behalf,
This Hadith is one of the many having a bearing on this
golden principle. Differences are bound fo arise among
nafions and countries, as they do ameong individuals. In
order to mitigate their bitterness, decent treatment of one
another is the most effective remedy. Respectful attitude
towards the leaders of one another exercises considerable
influence in this behalf. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him) has accordingly commanded
that whenever the leader or dignitary of another people or
party wvisits Muslims, they should show him due respect,
irrespective of his religion and race, and should not neglect
the duties of hospitality towards him. This priceless
injunction is the finest epitome of hospitality, good conduct,
and true statesmanship.

His personal example in this respect was reflected in his
laying by a special robe which he would don when receiving
foreign embassies, as a mark of special welcome to them;
though, as a rule, he had simple tastes and his dress and food
had no trace of fastidiousness. He was so particular in the
matter of duties of hospitality to foreign delegations, that
while on his deathbed, he made a will directing respectful
treatment of visiting embassies and missions. Once when an
ambassador was impertinent in his conduct towards him, he
told him that he could not rebuff him as he was the envoy of
a foreizn people. On the conguest of Mecca, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) announced
amnesty to those who would remain indoors within their
own homes and would not visit the honses of others to hatch
conspiracies against Muslims. Thereupon Abdl Sufvan, the
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Chief of Mecca, said that since he was the head of the
Quraish tribe, he deserved special consideration. Granting ™
his request, he said that his house would be marked off for
special freatment and that whoso sought asylum in it would
be treated as if he took refuge in the Holy Prophet’s own

~L-."_. P e i T 5w el
house. abi J34306 00852 ol dbjpaese
In short, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah edd i - I
be on him) showed utmost respect to the leaders of other g;]:p_,.\:.j{l,h;f e "'_; 9-’45':@ e
peoples and enjoined the same on his companions. This b e =
teaching alone can lead to world peace and cleansing of i o 3 kf;-—*' ! i-n aﬂ L:JT :’1 'f,
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Hadith No. 34

Pay Wages to the Worker
Before His Sweat is Dry
Warrated by Hadrat ‘Abdulldh Ibni ‘Umar, Allih be

pleased with him: Said the Prophet of Allih (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him):

“Pav wages o the worker before his sweat is
dry-

(Ibni Majak)
Explanatory Note

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be on
him) has, on the one hand, enjoined respectful attitude
towards the leaders and dignitaries of people, and has, on the
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other, paid due attention to the rights of the poor and the
weak. Since the laboring class is generally the poorest, he has
invited special attention to their rights and commanded
pavment of the worker's wages before his sweat becomes dry.
In making this wise observation, his aim was not simply a
prompt pavment of the laborer's earnings; in fact, what he
aimed at was to draw attenfion fo the rights of the poor and
the working classes in general, Since payments of the wages
to the worker, as and when it became due, is the minimum of
the worker's rights, by stressing its importance as an
example, he indirectly proposed safeguard of the greater and
more important rights of the worker. The reformer, who
wonld not brook so much delay in payment of wages to the
laborer as allows his sweat to become dry, is, by means of
this command, without a doubt, also recommending the
pavment of full wages to the worker, a due regard for his
comfort and abstention from putting him to exertion beyond
his capacity. His teaching about the kindly treatment of
domestic servants and his injunctions about Islimic
brotherhood and equality (which have been dealt with in
some detail by the author in volumes IT and IIT of his work—
the Khitaman-Nabivvin) are illustrative of his solicitude for
the welfare of the poor, and show how great a protector of
their rights they had in him,

This is frue that, in order to keep the individuals
initiative alive, and to ensure to him the fruit of his personal
effort, he permitted possession of private property.
Simultaneously, he outlined the organization of a suitable
machinery in the shape of Zakit (a prescribed rate),
proscription of nsury and division of property among heirs
for the proper regulation and distribution of wealth. And, in
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order to remove the traces of bitterness due to disproportion,
if any were still left, he comforted the poorer classes by
saving that if they adhered to faith, they would be admitted
to heavens 500 vears ahead of the wealthy. It is evident that
the short life of this world bears no comparison to the eternal
life of the hereafter. Again he comforted the poor further by
addressing to them the words

[Indigence is my pride] i.e., they should realize that he had
collected no worldly goods for himself and being poor, he
was of them and with them, and that his pride lay in his
poverty.

At the same fime, in this Hadith, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be on him) has by saying the words,
“Before the sweat is dry,” made a subtle hint that the laborer
who is honest in the eves of God, is the one who sweats in his
work and does not work for show, nor neslect it in the
absence of the employer, nor is dishonest. If, therefore, on
the one hand, it is the duty of the emplover to make payment
of his wages to the worker in full measure and without delay,
and to respect his rights, it is, at the same time, the duty of
the worker to prove his honesty and sense of duty by
sweating hard in his work. This is the middle course which
alone can serve to establish true peace between the emplover
and the employee, the master and the servant, on a firm
foundation.
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Hadith No. 35

The Worst Feast is the One to Which
only the Wealthy have been Invited

Marrated by Hadrat Abfi Hurairah, Allah be pleased with
him: Said the Prophet of Allih (peace and blessings of Allah
be on him):

“The worst feast was the one to which the
wealthy had been invited and from which the
poor had been left out. And whoso declined an
invitation (to a meal), he verily sinned against
God and disobeved His Prophet.”

(Bukhari)
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Explanatory Note

The measures adopted by Islim to regulate distribution
of wealth, and to minimize the disproportion befween high
and low income groups, is an open book. In this respect, the
social distinctions that perpetuate mutual rivalry and class
struggle by dividing the rich and the poor into two distinct
camps, are the most objectionable and principal features of
the episode. Islam has exerted in the extreme to remove this
class struggle and to reconcile the emotional conflict. In this
connection the first step it takes is to put all Muslims on an
equal level as brothers, Again, in respect of rights, it has not
permitted the public posts of profit to become the monopoly
of one class, and has commanded that they should be open to
all, and that appointments should be made on the basis of
merit, irrespective of caste or tribe or poverty or wealth.

In order to promote social contact among the rich and the
poor and to weld them into one family, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Alldh be on him) has, besides this,
commanded that when they arrange a feast, the wealthy
must invite the poor also, and when asked fo a meal by the
poor, they should not decline to accept their invitation. The
Hadith under reference emphasizes the august words of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be on him). He
says in very emphatic language: the worst feast is the one to
which the wealthy have been invited and from which the
poor have been left out. At the same time, he warns the
wealthy that it is not permissible to them to decline the
invitation of a poor man on the ground of his poverty and the
Muslim who did so “sinned against God and disobeyed His
Prophet.” In another Hadith he says,
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C i Jeiesy)
“If a poor man invited me to a meal of goat’s
cooked feet, I would accept his invitation.”

In the course of yet another Hadith, it is said that once
Hadrat Abil Bakr (Alldh be pleased with him) inadvertently
hurt the feelings of Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with him)
and of some other poorer Muslims. When the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be on him) learnt this, he told
Hadrat Abidl Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) to soothe the
hearts of those who were agarieved as “in the pacification of
their hearts lay the pleasure of God.” Hadrat Abii Bakr (Allah
be pleased with him) went straight to them and begged of his
brethren to forgive him as he did not mean to hurt them. Can
an unpleasant grouping emerge in a truly Muslim society, in
the face of this teaching? Never. It is our own fault that,
through disregard of Islimic teachings, we have encouraged
the growth of rival camps in our social structure.
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Hadith No. 36

The Upper Hand is
Better than the Lower Hand

Marrated by Hadrat ‘Abdullih bin Umar, Allih be
pleased with him:

“In a sermon from the pulpit, the Prophet of
Allah (peace and blessings of Allih be on him)
once enjoined charity and at the same time
advised against begging and observed that the
upper hand (of the donor) was better than the
lower hand (of the receiver).”

(Mw'atta Imam Malik),
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Explanatory Note

Of all the possible ills arising out of poverty and
destitution, mendicancy and low-spiritedness, and the habit
of depending for livelihood on others, are the worst which
generally take hold of the poor. When a destitute person sees
the rich living in affluence, he falls prev, on the one hand, to
low-spiritedness and to inferiority complex and, on the
other, he falls into the habit of begging doles of the rich, to
improve his own circumstances. Our Lord (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him), through his far-sightedness,
apprehended this possible danger and his soul would not feel
at rest until he had provided against this threat. His
commands, accordingly, are replete with observations that
show his abhorrence of begzing, and bid the poor to work for
their living and forbid them to beg. The Hadith under review
is one of the many on the subject.

In this Hadith, the Holy Prophet (peace of Allah be on
him and His blessings) says that while it is the duty of the
rich to help their poor brethren, the poor should, however,
refrain from begging and behave with dignity. In order fo
create among them a feeling of self-respect, he observes ‘the
upper hand (ie., the hand of the donor) is befter than the
lower hand (the hand of the recefver).’ In this brief sentence,
he has in fact infused such a strong spirit of self-respect and
dignity which should take quite a few volumes to explain in
detail.

The holy body of his companions accorded this
observation of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of

Alldh be on him) the utmost respect. In this connection
Hadrat Hakim bin Hizim (Alldh be pleased with him) says
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that since after this command of the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be on him), he never accepted help
from anybody. He was assigned a fixed stipend by the
Khalifah but he always turned it down on the ground that he
wotld not let down his hand that the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings be on him) had commanded to be kept up.
Hadrat ‘Al (Alldh be pleased with him), a cousin of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) and also his
son-in-law and fourth Fhahfah of Islam after the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) came of a
highly respectable family of the Quraish tribe. After
migration to Medina, he would take an axe, go fo the jungle,
cuf firewood and sell it in the market to make a living but
wonld not ask help of anybody. Hadrat Ab@l Hurairah (Allah
be pleased with him) a well-known companion of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be on him) had to go
without food, many times, for days, but would never beg of
anybody. Once when he was prostrate with hunger, he asked
Hadrat Abii Bakr (Allih be pleased with him) and later also
Hadrat ‘Umar (Allih be pleased with him) the meaning of a
Qur'dnic verse which related to the command about feeding
the hungry. But both Hadrat Abil Bakr and Hadrat ‘Umar
(AllFh be pleased with them) did not catch his hint and after
explaining its usual meaning went away. By chance, the Holy
Prophet (peace of Allah be on him and His blessings)
happened to hear this conversation. He called Abdl Hurairah
(Alldh be pleased with him) very affectionately, said that it
seemed he was hungry and asked him to come over to him.
Then he gave him some milk to drink. There is yet another
incident of a still superior type; it relates to another
prominent companion whose whip fell down while he was
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going on horseback. There went along with him some
persons on foot. He did not request anyone for help but
dismounting picked up the whip. When a companion asked
him why he did not tell them to hand it back to him, adding
that they could have readily oblizged him, he replied back that
the Prophet of Alldh (peace of Allih be on him and His
blessings) forbade them to seek charity and that if he had
asked them to pick up his whip for him, it would have been
very near to begging,

In short, the companions of the Holy Prophet (peace of
Allah be on him and His blessings) set, by their conduct,
such examples in self-reliance, contentedness and dignity,
that history has no parallel to offer. And it is the distinct
greatness of the teachings of the Holy Prophet (peace of
Allah be on him and His blessings) that, on the one hand, he
directed the wealthy not to turn down a request for help and,
on the other, commanded the poor fo seek an honorable
living and abstain from begging,

The two commands are, apparently, contradictions in
terms but the trath is that in their reconciliation with one
another lies the basis of a true brotherhood of the rich and
the poor.
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Hadith No. 37

Leave Behind Your Heirs
in a Comtortable Condition

Marrated by Hadrat Sa'd bin Abl Wagqgas, Allih be
pleased with him: When I fell sick in Meecca and the Prophet
of Allih (peace of Alldh and His blessings be on him) came to
enquire about my health, he said,

“It iz befter that thou leave thy heirs in
affluence than that thou leave them in straits,
seeking help of others.”

(BukharT)
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Explanatory Note

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be on
him) made the foregoing observation when his close
companion, Hadrat Sa’d bin Abl Waqggas (Alldh be pleased
with him) fell ill during the course of his journey to Mecea.
Fearing that his end was near, he expressed to the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) a desire
to bequeath the whole of his property in the way of Allah.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be on him)
said that it was far too much and that he could not permit
that. Thereupon Hadrat Sa'd proposed to bequeath away
two-thirds of his property. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be on him) did not permit that much
either. Then at the end Hadrat Sa'd (Allah be pleased with
him) begged leave to give away one-third of his property.
Permitting him fo do so, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him) observed that it were better if
he left behind his heirs in good circumstances than that he
left them in straitened circumstances so that they are forced
to beg help of others.

This wise observation shows that Islam advises foresight
and recognizes the importance of material means in
emergent conditions. It does not permit a well-to-do Muslim
to donate the whele of his property to the divine cause, and
ignore the rights of His creatures by depriving his heirs of a
share, forcing them to take to begging after his death.

It is a pify, however, that Muslims of today take an
erroneous view of tawaklul (Le., trust in God); in their view
it amounts to leaving the matter in the hands of God,
refraining from making any effort themselves in this behalf.
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The Islamic tawaklul is in mo way susceptible of fthis
interpretation. True Islimic tawalkul, on the contrary,
consists in taking all the necessary steps within one's means
and simultaneonsly reposing one's trust in God, in the firm
belief that with all the apparent devices adopted by one, the
real key to success and achievement is with God alone. This
is a difficult position; in fact, at the face of it, it seems to be
self-contradictory and hard to understand and harder still to
maintain, But the truth is that Islamic tawaklul consists, on
the one hand, in the adoption of all the necessary measures
and, on the other, in believing that all the ropes are in the
grip of God and that what He wills must inevitably come to
pass. A little reflection will show that there is no
contradiction in it. When God alone is the sole Maker,
Disposer and Master of good and evil ordination and of the
properties of things and causes, then there is no point in
doubting that in spite of all the overt measures we take, the
final determination of the result of our efforts rests in His
hand. A tradition relevant to this point relates to a Bedouin
chief who, happening to visit the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be on him), left his camel untethered
outside the Prophet’s Mosque in his eagerness to have a
meefing with the Hely Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be on him). When he returned after his meeting, he found
his she-camel] had made off. In great consternation, he came
back and related to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be on him) how he had left his she-camel to the care of
Allah and on his refurn affer his meeting with him,
discovered that she had rmn away. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be on him) observed
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“Tether her first and then leave her to the
care of God.”

In short, in the Hadith under review, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of All3h be on him) has, on the one
hand, taught parents to have the foresight and wisdom to
provide, so far as it lies in their power, for the subsistence of
their children, and not to leave their dependents
unsupporied, and to make provision for their honorable
living; and on the other, incidentally, has hinted by means of
this Hadith, that employment of overt means, in this behalf,
does not, in any way, militate against the sense and spirit of
tawaklul. One should, therefore, first take all the necessary
measnures so far as it lies in one's power and is permitted by
one’s resources, and then leave the result to God. Mo doubt,
as I have stated above, it is a very difficult stand, for man is
prone to over-incline to one side on account of his weakness;
he either becomes so much devoted to overt means as to
make them his god, or in utter defiance of these, he pins all
his hope on God, so much so that he believes that,
notwithstanding his complete rejection of the material
means that God has made, He will nevertheless descend
from the High Heavens to personally handle all his affairs.
But the truth is that both these stands are untenable and
contrary to the spirit of Islamic teaching. The frue
philosophy which the virtuous in every age have followed lies
in the observance of the maxim “Tether thy camel first and
then leave her fo the care of God.”
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Hadith No. 38

Every Person is a Ruler
and will be Answerable
in Respect of his Wards
Marrated by Hadrat Ibni ‘Umar, Allah be pleased with

him: I heard the Prophet of Allah (blessings of Allih be on
him and His peace) say:

“Each one of yvou is a mler and will be
answerable in respect of his subjects.”

(Bukhari).

Explanatory Note

Every man has some rights and also owes some
corresponding obligations. The Holy Prophet (peace and
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blessings of Alldh be on him) has, through this Hadith,
drawn attention to both these points. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be on him) has observed that
each person, i3, in spite of being a subject in some respects, a
ruler in other respects. A man who is emploved in an office,
is, perhaps, subordinate to an officer. But the same person,
may be the ruler of his wife and children in his home. A wife,
in spite of enjoving marital love, is subject to the rule of her
husband, in management of the household, But she
simultaneously helds authority over the children, the
domestics and over the property of the husband which she
holds in her charge. Similarly from a king to a slave, from
general to a trooper and from a governor to a peon, all are,
within their respective spheres, both rulers as well as
subjects. The king is the ruler of all of his subjects; but he is,
at the same time, servant of God, or in other words, subject
to the law of ordination and determination (Qada wa Qadar).
The same is true of the rest of officers and subordinates that
they are rulers in one respect and subjects in the other. And,
according to the observation of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be on him) all of them will be required to
answer with regard to the subjects in their respective spheres
whether they rendered unto them their rights. When,
through this process, we come to the last person (who is the
least among them) and apparently we find none under him,
on reflection we discover that he is, in reality, the raler over
one subject, his own self, over which he has full authority. He
will therefore be required to answer in respect of his self how
far he did his duty to it. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be on him) in short, alerted everyone that
to whichever section of the society one may belong, one is, in
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one respect or the other, a ruler, and shall therefore, be
required to answer about one's obligations in this behalf.
This Hadith, simultanecusly a carrier of glad tidings to men,
fortifying them with courage in that, whatever their station
in life, each is, in a way, a ruler and has good cause, to be
grateful to God for His having granted him a position in his
eternal Kingdom and if one gave Him thanks, one could
progress from one's existing sphere of rule to a higher and
better dominion. In short, this pleasant composite of
obligations and rights is both glad tidings for men and a
warning, It is glad tidings in the sense that sovereignty is a
gift of God, and a warning because every soversignty entails
a good many obligations. The true Muslim, therefore, is one
who is grateful for the good tidings of future grace, and
remains vigilant in respect of his present obligations; for, in
this attitude lies eternal secret of human progress.
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Hadith No. 39

Seeking Knowledge is a Duty of Every
Muslim Man and Muslim Woman

Marrated by Hadrat Anas bin Malik, All3h be pleased with
him: Said the Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah

be on him):

“It is the duty of every Muslim man and
woman to seek knowledge.”

(Ibni Majah)

Explanatory Note

Sinee Islam is based on the certain knowledge revealed by
God, in the shape of the final law, and advances its views
with the sporting force of argument, it therefore very rightly

Forty Gems of Beauty—i65

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

lays extreme siress on the acquisition of knowledge. This is
one of the many Ahadith bv means of which the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) has
enjoined on Muslims, both men and women, to acquire
knowledge. He was so particular about it according to
another Hadith, he is reported to have commanded,

“Seek knowledge even if vou have to go to
China for this purpose.”

It should be borne in mind that, owing to the conditions
obtaining then, China was not only the most distant country
from Arabia, but also the way to it was full of great hazards
and traveling to it was beset with extreme dangers and great
hardships besides entailment of extracrdinary expenses. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be on him) has,
by singling China out, by way of example, in fact, underlined
the value of knowledge, to impress on the faithiul, the
necessity of acquiring learning even in face of extreme
hardships and prohibifive distances. The early Muslims, as
historical evidence shows, used to travel hundreds of miles
and undergo heavy expenses to hear a Hadith of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) from his
companions. When a man after having traversed hundreds of
miles, came to Damascus from Medina to hear from Hadrat
Abil Darda (Allah be pleased with him) a tradition of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him), Abd
Darda related to him that particular Hadith and also told
him that he had heard the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allih be on him) say that whoso undertook a journey for
the purpose of acquiring knowledge, Allah would open up for
him the way to it and at the same time open his way to
Paradise. In another Hadith, the Holy Prophet (peace and
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blessings of Allah be on him) has observed that a learned
man, in comparison with a worshipping man who lacks
knowledge, is like unto the full meon in comparison with a
star. Again in another Hadith, the Hely Prophet (peace and
blessings of Alldh be on him) says that a learned man far
outweighs a thousand worshippers against the Satan.
Another Hadith of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allh be on him) carries the statement:

“The learned who are also pious constifute
the greatest good of my people.”

In yvet another Hadith the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be on him) has observed that the learned Ulema ars
the heirs of the Prophets. As, the Holy Qurian says, true
learning must be accompanied by rightecusness, piety and
proper deeds, otherwise it is nothing better than a load on
the back of a donkey.

In short, Islim has laid extreme emphasis on pursuit of
knowledge and true learning has been accorded the next
place to faith. Besides, knowledge has been aptly declared
limitless, Hence the instruction that the more one acquires
it, the more one should seek to increase it. Even the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih he on him) the Pride of
Creation and the Chief of the Universe and Head of the
Messengers has been taught by Allih the Excellent the
following praver in the Holy Qur'an:

“Say: Lord grant me increase in
knowledge.” [20[Taha]:115]
As already made clear in the Hadith under review, the

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) has
not restricted the pursuit of knowledge to men only. He has
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similarly commanded womenfolk to seek knowledge. It is a
matter of deep regret fthat, notwithstanding these
peremptory  injunctions, the standard of educational
advancement of Muslim men and women, far from being
superior to that of ather people, is in fact comparatively very
poor and low. Before the partition of India, the percentage of
literacy among the Muslims was the lowest of all the
nationalities—the Hindus, the Sikhs, the foreign Christians
and the Parsees, This exhibition of illiteracy does little credit
to a people who owe allegiance to the most learned of world
Reformers (peace and blessings of Allih be on him). It is
high time Muslims realized their obligation and sef about not
only leading but outdistancing the rest of mankind in the
field of both secular and religious learning.
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Hadith No. 40

Every Truth is
the Lost Property of a Muslim
Marrated by Hadrat Abfi Hurairah, Allah be pleased with

him: I heard the Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be on him) say:

“The word of wisdom is the lost property of
a Muslim, so that wherever he finds it, he
should take it, as he is the most entitled to it.”

(Tirmidhi)
Explanatory Note

This charming Hadith which is the last of this collection,
discloses an excellent avenue of knowledge. Knowledge is not
a limited thing that it can be acquired onlv in the four walls
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of a school, or through sermons in a mosque, or in the
gatherings of the learned or can be gleaned from newspapers
and through a study of books. On the contrary, it is
something very vast, and a man going about in life with his
ears and eyes open can acquire it from every page of the
record of the universe. For the true seeker after knowledge,
the earth and the heaven, the sun, the moon, the stars and
the planets, the forests and the mountains, the rivers and the
seas, the dwellings and desclations, the wise and the stupid,
mankind and beasts, men and women, the children and the
aged, the learned and the ignorant, the friend and the foe, all
are an open book of learning whereby he can enrich the
treasure-house of his own knowledge to the best of his
capacity and effort. It is therefore that our Lord (peace and
blessings of Allih be on him) has observed that the word of
wisdom is the lost property of a Muslim and that he should
claim it whenever he finds it and that he should keep open
the windows of his mind and heart so that no point of
learning that comes to his notice misses its way to the
repository of his mind and heart. It is to this expanse of
knowledge that the Hadith directs. It is the simple truth that,
with an open mind and keen eve, a man of knowledge can
learn at times even from a child. It is narrated that once
Imim Abd Hamfah (mercy of Allih be on him) on seeing a
child playing in rain and mud warned him to watch his step
lest he should tumble. The child, turning round, retorted,
that the Imam had better mind his own step, for, if he
tumbled, being a leading divine, a whole world mmst follow
suit while in the case of the child, his fall would affect only
his person.
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Imim Abfi Hanifah had a highly intelligent mind that
appreciated subtle points. He readily recognized the wisdom
of the child’s remarks.

In connection with this Hadith it must be remembered
that the use of the word

s
(Dallah) in its text carries the subtle hint that whatever word
of wisdom a Muslim happens to know of, whether he had
learnt it before or not, has, in fact, its seed in Islam; it is
therefore that it has been so termed, the underlving point
being that it was originally the property of the faithful but
because of being hidden from his view, it had been out of his
grip. It is therefore the right of the Faithful to annex it as and
when he finds it. Not because he has got the chance to pinch
the property of others but because his own lost property has
been restored to him. For the same reason, the Holy Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allih be on him) has suffived the
word Dallah (i.e., lost property) with the observation

Lo ol aed
“and he is most entitled to it.” In other words, the Faithful
have far greater tifle to it even though it be with others. A
little reflection will make it clear that, in truth, Islam is the
original source of all verities and wisdom as the Holy Qur'an
claims,
“Therein are all the eternal fruths.” [oB[Al-
Bayyinah]:4]
It is a pity however that few ponder and benefit thereby,
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The truth is that whatever the Holy Prophet (peace of
Allah be on him and His blessings) has said is but defailed
version of the Qur'inic teaching. But it is evident that what
he discovered in it, none else could and none would. With
divine support and heaven’s help, he has displayed on the
open pages of Hadith what lay embedded in the hidden
depths of the Holy Qur'in. And as the material universe has
been satisfving the physical needs of man of every age from
the days of Adam, similarly the treasure-house of the Holy
Qur'an is unlimited in its bounties of spiritual wealth, which
are in no danger of being exhausted. It is precisely for this
reason that Allah the Excellent savs in respect of it;

molae jad WAl G etz Gaie Y1 1 05 )

[15[Al-Hijr]:22] That, there are with Him (in the Qur'in)
treasures of spiritual wisdom and knowledge of every kind
and that He reveals them, in a determined measure, in
answer to requirements. There is little gainsaving the fact
that every truth and point of wisdom is but the lost property
of the faithful, for its seed is already there in the Holy
Qurdn, which is the exclusive preserve of the Muslim,
irrespective of the fact whether he is alive to the worth of its
treasure or not.

Would that the world appreciated the value of the Quran
and would that it knew the value of the jewels embedded in
the Ahadith which our Master (peace and blessings of Allah
be on him) has extracted from the Holy Book for our
guidance and benefit.

And our last word is that:
All praise is due to Allgh, the Creator-Lord of the Worlds,
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THE NATURE OF REVELATION

HAT 1S REVELATION? Is revelation merely a

term used to describe the conscious or

subconscious exploration of one’s inner

world, or is its source an external being,
whose knowledge transcends that of humans?

Even people who believe in revelation differ in their
understanding of its nature. For example the majority of
today’s Buddhists, Confucianists and Taoists consider their
founders’ experiences to have arisen purely from within
their conscious or subconscious minds. As mentioned
earlier they believe that truth exists within every soul as a
part of nature. Inspiration to them is the instrument of
contact with the fountainhead of this eternal truth. Other
religions hold the view that revelation is an experience
arising from an external source — an Everlasting, All-Wise
God.

If we widen the scope of our study, we observe that
many authentic cases of revelation are also reported outside
the domain of religion. For instance, there are many
interesting cases of highly complex information conveyed
through revelation to some scientists.

In 1865 a German chemist, Fredrich August Kekule,
was struggling to solve a problem in chemistry that had
baffled all researchers. One night Kekule had a dream in
which he saw a snake with its tail held in its mouth. This
dream instantly put him on the right track leading to the
solution of the perplexing question. Thus was unravelled
the secret of the molecular behaviour in certain organic
compounds, a discovery which created a revolution in the
understanding of organic chemistry. He interpreted this
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dream to mean that in the benzene molecule, carbon atoms
bond together to form a ring structure. This knowledge
gave birth to the huge and highly developed field of
synthetic organic chemistry producing a vast new range of
synthetic materials. The contemporary pharmaceutical
industry has become growingly dependent on synthetic
drugs. Mankind is indeed indebted to that one dream
through which Kekule resolved that problem.

Elias Howe was the first person to mechanize the
process of sewing. He too received the answer to a problem
that had frustrated him for a long time through a dream. In
his dream he saw himself surrounded by savages, who
threatened to kill him unless he designed a sewing machine.
Being unable to respond he was tied to a tree and the
savages started to attack him with arrows and spears. It
surprised him to see eyelets on their spearheads. On waking
from this dream, he immediately realized the solution,
which led him to invent the prototype of the sewing
machine that was to dramatically revolutionize the sewing
industry. Through his dream he understood that he should
consider placing the eye of the needle in its point.

It was this idea which helped him resolve a seemingly
impossible task. It is difficult to visualize the sorry state in
which man would find himself today without the blessing
of this dream. What a revolution was created indeed by this
revelation!

In view of many such experiences, one of the possible
explanations that comes to mind is that revelation is a
phenomenon arising from the subconscious. When the
conscious mind is tired of pondering over intriguing
problems before falling to sleep, it transfers those problems
to the subconscious. During sleep the subconscious keeps
reflecting on the data fed into it, and finally computes the
much needed solution. Sometimes the solutions may be
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perceived through visions and sometimes heard in the form
of verbal messages. This being so, would it mean that all
types of revelation, in whatever manner they appear, are
really messages from the subconscious without exception?

In the cases described above, it may well be argued
that all the necessary pieces of information needed for the
resolution of those problems were already in the conscious
mind, the subconscious only proving to be a more powerful
tool for synthesizing such information in some mysterious
manner. Is this then the sum total of the entire human
experience of inspirational revelation or are there other
forms that lie beyond the scope of mental processes alone?

The major religions of the world believe that their
prophets and also many other holy men received revelation
from an external source called God. Others consider this to
be a mistaken inference and do not accuse them of wilful
fraud, since they could genuinely have mistaken a purely
internal experience for a message received from an external
source. But if this was so, then the foundations of all the so-
called Divine religions would be on very shaky ground. The
truth of such claims could only be proved if ample external
evidence supports it.

As it would be too extensive and laborious a task to
verify the truth of all such claimants individually, we shall
only attempt to apply this criterion to the Holy Quran. The
foundation of most major religions rests in the belief that
there is a Supreme Creator Who, having created man, never
abandoned him and continued to take interest in his affairs.
It is He Who imparts guidance through His messengers,
whenever and to whomsoever He pleases. He reveals
knowledge of His existence and expresses His will to
mankind to shape their lives in accordance with His
instruction. If this is true then revelation will have to be
treated as an independent source of knowledge, distinct
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from mere psychic inspiration, and rationality would
occupy only a second place compared to it.

From the vantage point of the human mind, revelation
seems to be an internal experience taking place within the
sphere of the human psyche. For this reason Divine
messages may well be confused with other similar
experiences of the subconscious. Nearly all people at one
stage or another of their life have some encounter with the
workings of the psyche. The human psyche has a built-in
mechanism which can create illusions and visions
sometimes so clear that they appear to be real to the person
who experiences them.

Such experiences belong to a wide range which can be
categorized in brief as dreams, verbal messages, musical
sounds, images and impressions. In the case of the
deranged or those whose minds are in a high state of
excitement, their experiences can be so intense that they
may create horrifying hallucinations which could drive
them mad. Raging fevers can also produce similar states of
mental excitement. Apart from this, there are experiences of
a completely different nature which generate orderly,
soothing and comforting dreams and visions, pacifying the
mind and ridding it of many a lurking fear and premonition
which sometimes people suffer from without identifying
the cause. Again there are messages delivered in clearly
heard distinct voices which sometimes are delivered by
human or angelic apparitions, or in the voices of unseen
persons. If they too could be explained as products of
human mind and psyche, all spiritual experiences would be
relegated to the realm of psychic phenomenon!

Where then, is room for revelation and Divinely
revealed visions? That is the all-important question, which
should be clearly addressed and answered. Man’s mind is
provided with all the mechanisms needed to receive or
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create such impressions. But God also, whenever He deems
it fit, may directly operate this psychic mechanism. To find
an answer to this vital question, one needs to examine it at
greater length — a task which can be made easier by
dividing it into subcategories.

nspiration
[fs the subconscious mind can stir up hallucinations and

avings, so also it is capable of creating orderly and
meaningful visions and messages. The mind in its inner
recesses may go on ruminating on a subject without being
conscious of it and eventually develop an answer
previously unknown to the conscious mind. It goes on
working on a problem until it gets an answer which it can
transmit to the higher conscious level of the mind through
dreams, visions etc. The results obtained by this process are
always within the scope of the available data, which has
already been fed to the mind. This process may not
necessarily require the influence of an outside agency to be
activated. Even a criminal may develop an ingenious plan
to commit crime through this process of subconscious
inspiration. But it should not be forgotten that the results of
inspiration are always related to the data available to the
human mind, and can never step beyond it.

Hallucinations resulting from madness or the use of

drugs, are created because man’s mind becomes
overexcited and the same subconscious machinery within
man is consequently worked up. In such cases, the results
produced are disjointed. Most often an outside observer can
easily tell that such visions are merely the scattered
segments of one’s fancy comprising incoherent ravings or
fearsome visions. The outside observer can also easily

Psychic Experiences other than Hallucinations
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recognize the state of utter confusion and desperation which
usually accompanies such disorders. But apart from this it
is also possible for the subconscious mind to spin
meaningful well-organized images with a message to
deliver. Also it is possible for the subconscious to
communicate with the conscious mind as though
purposefully. What remains to be determined is the
possibility of any outside agency influencing the human
mind by employing its internal mechanism.

Wide scale research and experimentation by
parapsychologists carried out on a scientific basis has
proved this to be possible. The mind of one person can
activate another person’s mind and direct it to think in
accordance with his command. Research into such
phenomenon is now being carried out at many universities
and, according to the result of such studies, it is not only
possible, but it commonly happens in everyday life that
sometimes automatically and sometimes through conscious
attempts, the ideas of a person can be transmitted to another
person’s mind without the employment of any material
medium.

ypnotism
A hypnotist can concentrate on the minds of others

and create impressions which are in fact planted
upon them by the hypnotist himself. As commonly
observed in psychic healing, the purpose of hypnotism is to
bring the hidden secrets of a subject’s mind to the surface,
or to encourage the power of his mind to heal him.

It so happens that many a time a deranged patient has
lost the courage to confront his own disturbing thoughts. He
buries them deep, but not deep enough. They lie
somewhere between the conscious and the subconscious
mind in a restless state. With a little help from the outside,
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he ultimately musters enough strength to throw them to the
surface and get rid of them. This phenomenon can be
likened to any small object lodged under the skin which,
unless removed, may cause insufferable agony and
restlessness. The job that the knife of a surgeon performs is
carried out by a hypnotist’s suggestion in the case of a
psychic patient.

elepathy
Telepathy is another mode of paranormal

communication which does not employ any
suggestion. Without the agency of any known scientific
medium, one person’s thoughts are transferred to another,
without verbal or visual contact. It happens like two tuning
forks of the same frequency. If one is resonated, the other
would also begin to resonate.

If hypnotism and telepathy work in reality — and
there is much evidence that they do — then why cannot
God employ the same mechanism for transmitting His
command to humans? Why should He not be able to
employ the same to convey His will to man?

ther Experiences of Subconscious
@ Dreams are a truly universal phenomenon shared by
people of all countries and all ages, yet dreams do
not belong to one category alone. Dreams in most cases are
a product of human psyche. The way the subconscious
deals with the daily inflow of data reflects the concerns and
problems that a particular person is facing. Today the study
of dreams has gone far beyond the Freudian era of
theorization. Much research is being carried out with the
help of advanced electronic equipment.
However, from the religious point of view, there are
two types of dreams — those which are generated by
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psychic factors, and those which are of Divine origin and
carry a deeper significance. They may portend future
mishaps or bring glad tidings. They may reveal information
of which the viewer had no knowledge whatsoever prior to
that particular dream. Such dreams bring to a sharper focus
the probability of the existence of an invisible, conscious,
transcendent, External Being who can, if He so pleases,
communicate with humans on whatever subject He
chooses.

Enough evidence from religious experiences can be
quoted to prove the case in point. But those who do not
believe in religion will find it difficult to accept such
evidence as valid. This is so because if one accepts the
proposition that a Superhuman Conscious Agency can
activate the human mind, it would be tantamount to the
belief in the existence of God — a fact to which a large
number of secular thinkers and scientists are extremely
allergic.

The second problem is that in most religions this
phenomenon is spoken of with such an air of the
supernatural, the bizarre and the fantastic, that it is hard for
scientists to subscribe to their credulity. The dramatization
of the spiritual experiences of the past saints and prophets
on the part of their followers does not serve their cause or
the cause of truth for that matter. It only succeeds in
obscuring and befogging the reality of such Divine
Communications to an extent that no clear separating line
can be drawn between the yarn of human fancy and the
noble reality of spiritual experiences.

Among Divine Books, the Holy Quran by virtue of
being free from interpolation, deals with spiritual issues and
experiences in natural and rational terms, rejecting the
demand of the non-believer for the supernatural. When
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studied in the light of the Quranic account, miracles and
signs never violate the laws of nature.

The well known miracle of Moses® for instance,
though believed by the People of the Book to be of a
supernatural character, is presented in the Quran in a
simple, rational, matter-of-fact style. Yet it would take
more than a cursory glance to fathom its underlying
meaning. It is not cryptic yet the real intent eludes
particularly those who read it with preconceived ideas of a
supernatural event. Here we illustrate the Quran’s treatment
of this miracle.
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He replied, “Throw ye.” And when they threw, they

enchanted the eyes of the people, and struck them

with awe and brought forth a great magic.

And We inspired Moses, saying, ‘Throw thy rod’,

and lo! it swallowed up whatever they feigned.

So was the Truth established, and their works proved
i 1
vain.

Here the Quran speaks of an incident in which the
magicians of the Pharach are described to have cast their
spells, not on the ropes they threw, but on the eyes of the
spectators, a clear description of mesmerism. No breach of
any laws of nature is involved at all. To counter this
mesmeric illusion, God employed His superior will through
Moses™ to shatter the spell cast by the magicians. Hence the
Quran does not claim that the staff of Moses™ had actually
devoured the ropes; it only pronounces that the staff of
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Moses™ swallowed what the magicians had fabricated — that
is the false images of ropes turned into snakes.

The same episode is covered in another Surah which
throws more light on what actually happened:
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Moses said 7o them: “You throw your cast first’, and
lo their cords and staves appeared to him as though
they were moving (like snakes) under the influence
of their spell, as if they ran about.
At this, Moses conceived fear.
We (God) said: ‘Fear not, it is you who will emerge
victorious.”

In this verse, the Quran speaks of Moses®™ himself
having been influenced by the psychic powers of the
magicians. This implies that Moses™ could not have broken
the spell of the magicians by the power of his own mind
when he threw his staff. Psychologically it is impossible for
the mind to break the spell of a mesmerizer who has
already succeeded in subjugating it. Hence it could not have
been Moses who countered the magicians’ spell with his
own will.

It was this aspect of the whole incident which turned
it into a miracle. Otherwise any man with stronger will-
power could have directly frustrated the efforts of the
magicians. No one could judge better than the magicians
themselves, who were in a position to realize that it had to
be the Hand of God working on the side of Moses™. They
had witnessed Moses™ to have fallen under their sway like
all other spectators. How then could his mind liberate itself
as well as the minds of the spectators from the magicians’
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spell? Incidentally, this verse also lifts the veil from the so-
called mysteries of magic. What the magicians produced
were not real serpents made out of ropes and sticks, but
only an illusion created by their psychic power.

Revelation is just another name for the product of
human psyche but only when commanded and controlled
from on high by God Himself. We can reasonably conclude
therefore, that God must have created such a highly
advanced and intricate receptive system within the human
mind for the ultimate purpose of communicating with Him.
Divine revelation therefore has nothing of the bizarre and
unnatural about it.

Every human mind is provided with the aptitude to
communicate with other human beings through this
extrasensory means of perception. It is important to warn
the reader that the refined built-in apparatus we are talking
about works with reliability and dependability in proportion
to the quality of the truth of the person involved. A false
man’s imagination can run wild with the images of unreal
and unsubstantial things. His wishful thinking can create
for him false dreams, a mere product of his psyche. But the
person who is habitually straightforward, honest and true is
very unlikely to let his imagination run riot and produce
chaotic visions and sounds. That is why the apostle chosen
by God to deliver His message to mankind has to be
absolutely true, honest and trustworthy. It is his integrity
which vouches for the unadulterated purity of the message.
Hence the truth of the recipient plays the most vital role in
guarding and protecting the purity of the revelation. No
wonder that in all Divine books, all prophets are described
as truth personified. The truth is the most authentic proof of
the genuineness of their claim and the validity of the
message they deliver.
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Sometimes an intuitive experience, without sound or
vision, may in reality be a type of external revelation. Many
a saintly person describes such experiences of losing his
awareness of the world around him and sinking into a state
of inner consciousness. He returns to the surface of the
outer realities at last, carrying a message like a pearl diver
breaks surface with a handful of pearls. Seemingly the
subject in this case has an inner experience of something
which at its source is without words or images. It is just an
intense, ecstatic experience which begins to wear robes of
words as it emerges. Yet the impact on him is so powerful
as though he had heard someone speak to him directly and
clearly during his conscious hours of wakefulness. But the
external revelation cannot be identified merely by the
impression of the receiver or the manner in which he
describes that experience. The only dependable criterion
apart from the verified, well-established truthfulness of the
person, is the nature of the contents. It is not enough for the
receiver to be true, but the contents of the revelation must
also bear an internal testimony of their truthfulness.

The distinction mentioned above, between psychic
experiences and a genuine revelation from on high, may not
be clearly understood by the unfamiliar. Yet the person
involved often recognizes it to be a message from on high
because the nature of the message is totally unrelated to his
personal knowledge and psychic experience.

But the genuineness of revelation is more reliably
identified by outsiders with the help of external evidence.
The external evidence may be available to contemporary
people, or it may not be available because it may emerge
later in time with the emergence of things which are
predicted. None could have imagined them because they
belong to a future era of knowledge and discovery. The
truth of such revelations are in fact meant to convince the
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people of later ages whose advanced knowledge testifies to
the truth of Divine revelations of the past. Hence it is not at
all difficult, for the observers as well, to distinguish
between psychic experiences on the one hand, and genuine
communication from God on the other.

ow we turn to a prophecy based on Divine revelation
N which, though addressed to the contemporary

generations, had an element of surprise for the people
of the future as well.

The case in point can be illustrated with reference to a
famous dream of a king of Egypt, which was later
interpreted by Prophet Joseph™. According to the Quran,
this dream was narrated to Joseph®, while he was serving a
prison sentence under a false charge. It was a strange
dream, which had baffled the great sages of the king’s
court, but did not present any difficulty to Joseph® who
rightly discerned its underlying message. It was this wise
and masterly interpretation by him which was completely
supported and testified by the events of subsequent years.

In his dream the king had seen seven healthy, green
ears of corn, and seven dried ones, carrying hardly any
seed. He also saw seven lean cows devouring seven others
who were strong and fat. When he related this dream to his
courtiers demanding an interpretation, they dismissed it as
mere subconscious ravings of his mind, carrying no
significance.

Now it so happened that a servant of the king who
had served a term with Joseph®* in the same prison was
present at this occasion. He too had seen a strange dream
while in prison, which Joseph™ had correctly interpreted,
indicating that he would soon gain his freedom and return
to serve his master, the king, once again. Hoping that
Joseph® might possibly interpret the dream of the king as
well, he suggested that he should be sent to meet him.
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Having obtained permission, he visited Joseph® in prison
and related the king’s dream to him. Joseph® immediately
grasped its significance and explained it so logically that
there was no ambiguity left.

Upon his return to the king, the servant related
Josephs’® interpretation which ran as follows:

In the seven years which would commence from the
time of the dream, God would shower His blessings upon
Egypt in the form of abundant rains, resulting in bountiful
crops and fruits. After these seven years of bumper
harvests, seven lean years would follow bringing drought in
their wake. These years would result in disastrous famine
unless crops from the previous seven years were saved and
stored to compensate for the loss of the drought years.

This interpretation impressed the king so profoundly
that he issued orders for the immediate release of Joseph™
who, opted instead to remain in prison until a fair enquiry
was held and the false charges against him were dropped. It
was after he was honourably acquitted and the real culprit
confessed her crime, that he agreed to be released. He was
exceptionally honoured by the king and was appointed
minister of finance and economic affairs in his government.

To the surprise of all, the events foretold in the dream
came to pass exactly as interpreted by Joseph®™ which not
only saved the people of Egypt from disaster but also
benefited the nomadic fribes and the populace of
neighbouring countries. The same events also resulted in
reuniting Joseph* with his family.

A dream like this with its subsequent fulfilment could
in no way be dismissed as a glutton’s overfed fancy. But it
took a Joseph® to interpret it. This should suffice to
illustrate how the internal psychic mechanism is activated
by God with a purpose. Thus, a definite meaningful
message is delivered by Him and a portion from the realm
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of the unseen is transferred to that of the seen. However, it REFERENCES
should be remembered here that the psychic mechanism .
under discussion is not exclusively employed by God ot the 1. Translation of 7:117-119 by Maulawi Sher Ali.
subconscious mind 2. Translation of 20:67-69 by the author.

. . . . . 3. Translation of 26:222-224 by the author.
There is a third possibility also mentioned in the Holy i His Bt

Quran:
i )5 g i Pl U e 81
26:222-224 *O 35 (..n,:(’l A o3t
Shall I inform you on whom the evil ones descend?
They descend on every lying sinner.

They strain their ears fowards heaven, and most of
them are liars.®

According to these verses, the false people and
habitual liars may have this mechanism activated by their
satanic disposition and as such their falsehood disguised as
revelation misleads them, and those who follow them. This
is a third category of the functioning of the psychic
mechanism. The decisive factor will always be the truth or
falsehood of the person who is subjected to such
experiences. The false people will have false revelations.
Hence in the final analysis the revelation of the untrue can
always be recognized by the satanic element it contains and
the false promises delivered therein.
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~ another chapter we briefly covered the progress of

Muslim thought and intellectual pursuits in many areas

of human interest. During that period, although

Muslim enquiry was predominantly influenced by
Quranic teachings and the traditions of the Holy Prophet®,
it could not be entirely qualified as Islamic. There was a
rapid proliferation of academic growth in all directions.
Many new philosophies and sciences were acquired from
past eras of secular, academic and scientific achievements.
Also, many a new branch of religious and secular
knowledge was pioneered by some outstanding Muslim
thinkers. Thus, religion and rationality went hand in hand.
They drew their thrust largely from the emphasis on the
pursuit of knowledge laid in the Quran and the instructions
of the Holy Prophet®. The role of rationality was so
powerfully highlighted that religious belief and rationality
became synonymous. The proclamation by the Quran that
Muhammad® is a universal Prophet with a universal
message, is in itself tantamount to declaring that the
religion of Islam is founded on rationality. No religion with
any element of irrationality can be acceptable to the
universal conscience of man:

Y o mT IS, A el A G W Ty
34:20% 0%l
And We have not sent thee but as a bearer of glad

tidings and a Warner, for all mankind, but most men
know not.'
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Again, the Quran demonstrates the universality of its
teachings by addressing all human, moral, social and
religious problems of man, irrespective of race, colour,
creed or nationality. It is necessary therefore, that Islamic
teachings should have the potential of global application
with an appeal to universal human nature. But this is not the
only reason why we draw this conclusion.

The Quran manifestly acknowledges the role of
rationality for the attainment of truth without drawing any
separating line between religious or secular truths. Truth is
the religion of Islam, Islam is the religion of Truth. The
truth requires no compulsion for the transmission of its
message, the only instrument it needs is rationality. As
such, Islam invokes human intellect to investigate the truth
of the Quranic teachings with reference to the study of
human nature, history and rationality. It arouses the human
faculties of reasoning and deduction, not only for the
pursuit of religious investigation, but also for the attainment
of secular knowledge. Impressed by this outstanding
emphasis by the Quran on the quest for knowledge,
Professor Dr Abdus Salam*, the renowned Nobel Laureate
was invoked to study the impact of this enlightning attitude
on the Muslim thought of the early period. In one of his
articles on this subject, he observes:

‘According to Dr Mohammed Aijazul Khatib of
Damascus University, nothing could emphasize the
importance of sciences more than the remark that
“in contrast to 250 verses which are legislative,
some 750 verses of the Holy Quran — almost one-
eighth of it — exhort the believers to study Nature
— to reflect, to make the best use of reason and to

* Sadly, Professor Dr Abdus Salam passed away before the
publication of this book.
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make the scientific enterprise an integral part of the
community’s life”. The Holy Prophet of Islam —
peace be upon him — said that it was the “bounden
duty of every muslim — man and woman — to

3 52

acquire knowledge”.

The enquiry by itself is not sufficient, however, warns
the Quran. The inner truth of man is a prerequisite for him
to draw right conclusions from it. This principle of
fundamental importance is dictated in the very beginning in
the Surah A/-Bagarah. It should be remembered that though
Al-Bagarah is formally counted as the second after Surah
Al-Fatihah which contains the gist of the entire Quran, in
effect it could be treated as an introductory Surah. Thus A/-
Bagarah may be counted as the first Surah with which the
full text begins. A/-Bagarah begins with the following
opening statement:

&
X3

o LV S T o b
2:1.3 *SaEl ik

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Ever
Merciful.

I am Allah, the Most Knowledgeable.

This is that perfect Book; there is no doubt in it; a
guidance for the righteous (muttaqi).’

This profound declaration, simple as it may appear,
demands special attention for the comprehension of its
underlying message. The Divine teachings are obviously
expected to guide the unrighteous to the right path. What,
then, is the significance of the claim that this book can
guide only those who are already righteous? What the
Quran implies is simply this that the seeker after truth must
necessarily be true himself or his inquiry will prove futile.
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The discovery of truth according to this declaration depends
essentially on the honesty of the enquirer’s intent. A
profound wisdom is reflected in this short simple statement:

23 * R sa

... a guidance for the righteous.*

The same principle often applies to the realm of
secular enquiry as well. Every enquiry made with a biased
mind will often lose credibility. Attention is drawn to the
fact that an honest, healthy mind is a prerequisite for every
true meaningful enquiry. A mind bonded to prejudice
cannot draw unbiased conclusions. An observer with a
squint in his eye cannot see straight. Hence, no guidance is
in itself sufficient to lead one to truth. It takes a sound,
unbiased, healthy, honest mind to benefit from it. It is here
that one problem is resolved but another begins.

Contrary to what one may expect in the realm of
religious controversies, little inner truth is displayed by
most of the warring religious factions in the world today.
One would normally expect that the religious should adhere
more strongly to truth than the secular. In reality however,
we find the opposite to be true in the later stages of every
religion. In the beginning of religions it is invariably the
religious who are unbiased and uncompromisingly
committed to truth rather than the rest of the society, be it
secular or avowedly religious. The graph of rationality,
reason and truth touches its highest peak at a time when the
religious founders are themselves alive.

Returning to the verses under discussion, we find that
in them God is introduced as the Knower of all things to the
point of absolute precision. Thus the knowledge that He
bestows has to be perfect and most reliable. Yet the
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recipient of that knowledge may fail to benefit from it if he
lacks the quality of inner truth.

If we replace the idea of God with that of rationality,
for the convenience of the non-believer, the statement
would read as follows:

That which is absolutely rational cannot lead anyone
to the truth except those who possess a quality of
righteousness or inner truth within them. This provides the
most essential prerequisite for the attainment of reliable
knowledge, be it religious or secular. Both the source of
information and the recipient of information must be true.

0 FAR SO GOOD, but this is not the end of the road. In
Sfact it is from here that the more difficult part of the

journey begins. Who can adjudge the quality of
another person’s inner truth? Everyone has a right to claim
that he is absolutely true in his inner bearing. Hence
whatever he believes is true. How does the Quran resolve
this problem, is the question. Merely by pronouncing that
‘Allah knows best’, this problem cannot be resolved at the
human level. But this is not the solution which the Quran
proposes. According to the Quran the measure and quality
of anyone’s inner truth can be reliably adjudged by
reference to his visible conduct in everyday life. If he is
habitually true in his ordinary daily bearing then his inner
invisible self can also be adjudged as true. By the same
criterion the truth of prophets is also judged. Although it is
not impossible for a habitual liar to be occasionally true,
both in his expressed word and unexpressed intentions, it is
next to impossible for him to be consistently true. Hence it
is absolutely rational for the prophets to argue that a society
which could never blame them, prior to their claim, for
even a semblance of a lie, had no justification whatsoever
in blaming them for fabricating lies against God and calling
it revelation.
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This method of measuring the inner truth may work
with unfaltering reliability in the case of prophets, who
consistently display exemplary conduct throughout their
lives. But it cannot be applied with equal certainty to other
humans less than prophets. The situations vary widely from
person to person, the vantage points differ, the faculty of
comprehension and the ability to draw the right conclusions
are not equally shared. Everyone is not gifted with the rare
ability of penetrating across the fagade of words or false
portrayals. The interplay between the faculties of the
observer and the one who is observed leads to innumerable
possibilities. Some can conceal their hidden intentions
almost to the point of perfection, while there are those who
are less competent to deceive. With what measure of
reliability therefore, can a human observer pass judgement
on the inner quality of truth or falsehood of another? The
problem deepens further when it comes to the matter of
faith and belief. Even if one holds the maddest of beliefs
and dogmas, and there is no dearth of such people in the
realm of religion today, they cannot be blamed with any
finality of being consciously untrue. They may be too naive
or too stupid to identify their folly which may be manifestly
evident to others. Yet they have every right to believe or
claim that they are right. They, in turn, can condemn the
beliefs of others to be false, however sound and rational
they may appear to the holders of such beliefs.

The only unfaltering answer to this dilemma is the one
proposed by the Quran. It grants every human the
fundamental right to believe in whatever he may and to
claim that his beliefs are true. Yet it does not, in any way,
permit him to impose his personal convictions on others,
nor does it grant him any right to punish others for the
crime of their wrong beliefs (as he judges them). Man is
only answerable to God, and it is He alone Who knows the
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hidden intricacies of the human mind and heart. Again it is
not the failure to recognize truth which is punishable. What
is punishable is the falsehood of the person who rejects
truth knowing deep within that he is wrong. Evidently the
detection of this hidden crime lies beyond the reach of
human investigation. The decisive factor is always the
criminal failure and not the failure itself. The only reliable
vantage point is that of God the All-Knowing, the
Omnipresent, the Unchanging, the All-Wise. That indeed is
the most important factor of which the Holy Quran reminds
the reader so emphatically and repeatedly. In the area of
religious beliefs and modes of worship, man is specifically
warned not to combine in himself the role of a judge and
that of an executioner. Even the Holy Founder of Islam® is
reminded:

e s s 2l o e TR et g
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... you are merely an admonisher,
You are not a magistrate over them.’

It is forbidden even to abuse the imaginary gods of
idolaters which are a mere concoction of their fancy:
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Do not abuse those whom they worship besides
Allah, lest in retaliation they are driven to abuse
Aliah (the only true God). So have We made the
practice of everyone to appear to be attractive in
their view. Then their return will be to their Lord
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who will then inform them of what they had been
really doing.®

This, however, does not obviate the vital need for
recognizing and acquiring truth before one breathes one’s
last. To possess the right to believe in whatever one may is
one thing, but to escape the consequences of one’s belief is
quite another. The fundamental right and freedom to hold
any belief is not a license to violate the sanctity of truth. It
is provided only to protect the freedom of human
conscience to act as it may deem fit. Had this freedom in
matters of faith not been granted, anyone could have felt at
liberty to forcibly change an other’s views and beliefs in the
name of truth. His perverted logic would convince him that
as no one is entitled to hold false beliefs, everyone with
right beliefs is authorized to forcibly change them in
accordance with his own. Again this freedom of belief does
not, in any way, override the principle of accountability.
The right of freedom can be correctly understood only
when it is coupled with this principle. If a group of
mountaineers are told to follow whatever trail they may
choose in whatever direction they please, but are also
warned that some trails could lead them to the precipice of
annihilation, they would certainly watch their steps with
every caution at their command. Yet such daredevils as are
blind to their own interest may altogether ignore the
warning and exercise their right of freedom to their own
ultimate destruction. This is the meaning of freedom of
faith and freedom of choice in the Quranic terms:
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There is no compulsion in religion. Surely, the right
way has become distinct from error; so whosoever
refuses to be led by those who transgress, and
believes in Allah, has surely grasped a strong handie
which knows no breaking. And Allah is All-Hearing,
All-Knowing,”

All the same, the categoric prohibition to change
another person’s faith by force does not deprive anyone of
his right to change others through persuasive arguments and
dialogues, so long as it is free from even a whisper of
threat. Let alone permission, it is the bounden duty of every
believer to invite mankind to the path of God with wisdom
and goodly persuasion:

ey 2 sl 8 7 Je g
16:126 ¥l Ln 20

Invite to the path of thy Lord with wisdom and
comely admonishment and dispute with them in the
best of manners...*

His 1s the Divine global plan for the conquest of
I human ideas and ideologies by Islam. Can anyone

detect even a particle of irrationality therein? The
steaming stinking breath of the fundamentalist, as he
exhorts the sentiments of the Muslim masses and stirs them
up to wage bloody wars against the non-believers has never
been observed in the conduct of prophets and those who
follow them. He draws his authority entirely from his own
distorted vision. His attitude is as alien to the Quran as
disease is to cure and venom is to elixir. The number of
verses exhorting Muslims to make the best use of reason,
rationality and scientific investigation as mentioned by Dr
Mohammad A‘ijazul Khatib of Damascus adds up to 750.
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As against this, there is not a single verse in the entire
Quran advocating irrational dogmatic invasion of the world
of ideas. To conclude, we quote just a few of the verses to
give the reader a taste of how the Holy Quran emphasizes
the role of reason, rationality and solid evidence in the
realm of ideas and beliefs.

ST O30 181 (Sl iy Tl D 5350
245 *05ad
Do you enjoin others to do what is good and forget

your own selves, while you read the Book? Will you
not then understand?’
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And when they meet those who believe, they say:
‘We believe,” and when they meet one another in
private, they say: ‘Do you inform them of what
Allah has unfolded to you, that they may thereby
argue with you before your Lord? Will you not then
understand?’'?
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And they say, ‘None shall ever enter Heaven unless
he be a Jew or a Christian.” These are their vain

desires. Say, ‘Produce your proof, if you are
truthful.”"!
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4175 "l
O ye people, a manifest proof has indeed come to

you from your Lord, and We have sent down to you
a clear light.”?
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And worldly life is nothing but a sport and pastime.
And surely the abode of the Hereafter is better for
those who are righteous. Will you not then
understand?"
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Say, “I do not say to you: ‘I possess the treasures of
Allah’, nor do I know the unseen; nor do I say to
you: ‘I am an angel.’ I follow only that which is

revealed to me.” Say: ‘Can a blind man and one who
sees be alike?” Will you not then reflect?"
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Say, ‘He has power to send punishment upon you
from above you or from beneath your feet, or to
confound you by splitting you into sects and make
you taste the violence of one another.” See how We
expound the Signs in various ways that they may
understand!"®

10:17 d}mmimw\ﬁ

Say, ‘If Allah had so willed, T should not have
recited it to you nor would He have made it known
to you. I have indeed lived among you a whole
lifetime before this. Will you not then understand?”'®
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‘O my people, I do not ask of you any reward
therefore. My reward is not due except from Him
Who created me. Will you not then understand?’"
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Have they taken gods beside Him? Say, ‘Bring forth
your proof. Here is the Book of those with me, and
the Book of those before me.” Nay, most of them
know not the truth, and so they turn away.'
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And He it is Who gives life and causes death, and in

His Hands is the alteration of night and day. Will
you not then understand?'®
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And he who calls on another god along with Allah,
for which he has no proof, shall have to render an

account to his Lord. Certainly the disbelievers will
not prosper.®
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.. Is there a God besides Allah? Say, ‘Bring forward

your proof if you are truthful.””
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And whatever of the things of this world you are
given is only a temporary enjoyment of the present
life and an adornment thereof; and that which is with
Allal. & Tamdbne man PRSI -
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And We shall draw from every people a witness and
We shall say, ‘Bring your proof.” Then they will
know that the truth belongs to Allah. And that which
they used to forge will be lost unto them.”
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And he did lead astray a great multitude of you. Why
did you not then understand ?**
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If We had sent down this Quran on a mountain, thou
wouldst certainly have seen it humbled and rent
asunder for fear of Allah. And these are similitudes
that We set forth for mankind that they may reflect.”
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1 the time the Holy Quran was revealed, the

human understanding of the nature of the cosmos

and the movement or the stillness of the

heavenly bodies was extremely primitive and
obscure. This is no longer the case, as our knowledge of the
universe has considerably advanced and expanded by the
present age.

Some of the theories relating to the creation of the
universe have been verified as facts, whereas some others
are still being explored. The concept of the expanding
universe belongs to the former category, and has been
universally accepted by the scientific community as ‘fact’.
This discovery was first made by Edwin Hubble in the
1920s. Yet some thirteen centuries before this, it was

clearly mentioned in the Quran:

Ntre = &

51:48 u}a.w}olbij.\.L'Lg....J;h...Jl)

And the heaven We built with Our own powers
(aydin) and indeed We go on expanding it
(musi‘tn).!

It should be remembered that the concept of the
continuous expansion of the universe is exclusive to the
Quran. No other Divine scriptures even remotely hint at it.
The discovery that the universe is constantly expanding is
of prime significance to scientists, because it helps create a

hetter underctandine of how the univerce wag initially
oelier undersianding ©I now ¢ umverse was mtially

created. It clearly explains the stage by stage process of
creation, in a manner which perfectly falls into step with
the theory of the Big Bang. The Quran goes further and
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describes the entire cycle of the beginning, the end and the
return again to a similar beginning. The first step of
creation as related in the Quran accurately describes the
event of the Big Bang in the following words:

Ui &) w8 s 3 UM" 015 e p—lj'
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Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens and the
earth were a closed-up mass (ratqan), then We clove
them asunder (fatagnd)? And We made from water
every living thing. Will they not then believe?”

It is significant that this verse is specifically addressed
to non-believers, implying perhaps, that the unveiling of the
secret mentioned in this verse would be made by the non-
believers, a sign for them of the truth of the Quran.

In this verse the words ratqan (closed-up mass), and
fatagn@ (We clove them asunder), carry the basic message
of the whole verse. Authentic Arabic lexicons® give two
meanings of ratqan, that have great relevance to the topic
under discussion. One meaning is ‘the coming together of
something and the consequent infusion into a single entity’
and the second meaning is ‘total darkness’. Both these
meanings are significantly applicable. Taken together, they
offer an apt description of the singularity of a black hole.

BLACK HOLE is a gravitationally collapsed mass of
A::lossal size. It begins with the collapse of such
assive stars as are 15 or more times the size of

the sun. The immensity of their inward gravitational pull
causes the stars to collapse into a much smaller size. The
gravitational pull is further concentrated and results in the
further collapse of the entire mass into a supernova. At this
stage the basic bricks of matter such as molecules, atoms
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etc. begin to be crushed into a nondescript mass of energy.
Thus that moment in space-time is created which is called
event horizon. The inward gravitational pull of that
something becomes so powerful that all forms of radiation
are pulled back so that even light cannot escape. A resultant
total darkness ensues which earns it the name black hole,
reminding one of the word ratgan used by the Quran
indicating total darkness. This is called singularity which
lies beyond the event horizon.

A black hole once created grows rapidly because even
distant stars begin to be pulled in with the progressive
concentration of gravitational energy. It is estimated that
the mass of a black hole could grow as large as a hundred
million times the mass of the sun. As its gravitational field
widens, more material from space is drawn in at a speed
close to that of light. In 1997 there was observational
evidence suggesting that in our galaxy a black hole of
2,000,000 solar masses existed. But other calculations show
that in our universe there could be many black holes as big
as 3,000,000,000 solar masses.” At that concentration of
gravitational pull even distant stars would stagger and lose
their mooring to be devoured by a glutton of such
magnitude. Thus the process of ratgan is completed
resulting into that singularity which is both completely
closed as well as comprising total darkness. In answer to
the question as to how the universe was initially created,
the two most recent theories are both Big Bang theories.
They claim that it was initiated from a singularity which
suddenly erupted releasing the trapped mass leading yet
again into the creation of a new universe through the event
horizon. This dawn of light sprouting from the event
horizon is called the white hole’*. One of the two theories
relating to the expansion predicts that the universe thus
created will carry on expanding forever. The other claims
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that the expansion of the universe will, at some time, be
reversed because the inward gravitational pull will
ultimately prevail. Eventually, all matter will be pulled
back again to form perhaps another gigantic black hole.
This latter view appears to be supported by the Quran.
Whilst speaking of the first creation of the universe,
the Quran clearly describes its ending into yet another black
hole, connecting the end to the beginning, thus completing
the full circle of the story of cosmos. The Quran declares:

21105 U sl 5 (T (s 0

Remember the day when We shall roll up the
heavens like the rolling up of scrolls ...’

The clear message of this verse is that the universe is
not eternal. Tt speaks of a future when the heavens will be
rolled up, in a manner similar to the rolling up of a scroll.
Scientific descriptions illustrating the making of a black
hole, very closely resemble what the Quran describes in the
above verse. (See plate 1).

A mass of accretion from space falling into a black
hole, as described above, would be pressed into a sheet
under the enormous pressure created by the gravitational
and electromagnetic forces. As the centre of the black hole
is constantly revolving around itself, this sheet — as it
approaches — will begin to be wrapped around it, before
disappearing into the realm of the unknown at last.

The verse continues:

& 'A '] x"/} se” 2 l/ L _o”_ @
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... As We began the first creation, so shall We repeat
it; a promise binding on Us; that We shall certainly
fulfil.”

Following the eventual collapse of the universe into a
black hole, here we have the promise of a new beginning.
God will recreate the universe, as He had done before. The
collapsed universe will re-emerge from its darkness and the
whole process of creation will start yet again (see plate 2).
This wrapping up and unfolding of the universe appears to
be an ongoing phenomenon, according to the Holy Quran.

This Quranic concept of the beginning and the end of
the creation is undoubtedly extraordinary. It would not have
been less amazing if it had been revealed to a highly
educated person of our contemporary age, but one is
wonder-struck by the fact that this most advanced
knowledge, regarding the perpetually repeating

phenomenon of creation, was revealed more than fourteen

PLCOOInCnon O cicauon, W voaicd InoOIc U ouriec

hundred years ago to an unlettered dweller of the Arabian
desert.

/he Quran and the Heavenly Bodies
I Now we turn to another aspect of the description of
the cosmos which relates to the motion of the
heavenly bodies. The most striking feature of this
description relates to the way the motion of the earth is
described without glaringly contradicting the popular view
prevailing in that age. All the scholars and sages of that
time were unanimous in their belief that the earth is
stationary while other heavenly bodies like the sun and the
moon are constantly revolving around it. In view of this, the

motion of the earth as described by the Quran may not be

apparent to the casual reader, but to a careful student the
message is loud and clear. If the Quran had described the
earth as stationary and the heavenly bodies as revolving
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around it, then although the people of that time might have
been satisfied with this description, the people of the later
ages would have treated that statement as a proof of the
ignorance of the Quran’s author. Such a statement, they
would emphasize, could not have been made by an All-
Knowing, Supreme Being.

Rather than literally comparing the motion of the
earth to that of other heavenly bodies, the Quran makes the
following statement:

1 QA 5 S Ly e s Il )
24 e s
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The mountains that you see, you think they are
stationary while they are constantly floating like the
floating of clouds. Such is the work of Allah Who
made everything firm and strong...?

If the mountains are declared to be in constant motion,
then the only logical inference to be drawn from this would
be that the earth is also rotating along with them. But
thanks to the masterly language of the Quran this
observation went unnoticed. They had the impression,
shared with the rest of mankind, that the earth was
stationary and it was this false impression that was not
obtrusively challenged. If they had read with care the end
of the same verse they would have been left with no room
for any misunderstanding. It ends with a lasting tribute to
the creative faculty of God, Who has created all things with
such firmness that they cannot be dislodged. Anything
which cannot be dislodged can never be catapulted out of
the earth, to fly alone, leaving the earth behind.
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Again, in many other verses the Quran refers to the

mountains as ravasiya which means ‘firmly rooted in the
earth’:

O ey 2l B A G S R el Gl
T T G U 0 s 5 1K
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‘He has created the heavens without any pillars that
you can see, and He has placed in the earth firm
mountains that it may not quake with you, and He
has scattered therein all kinds of creatures; and We
have sent down water from the clouds, and caused to
grow therein every noble species.’

Also:

L romd 38 Ul y e 305 01 [l 2301 3 Ul

21:32 *0 308 ke S
And We have made in the earth firm mountains, that
they may provide them humans food, and We have

made therein wide pathways that they may be rightly
guided.'

and,
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16:16 * 0345
And He has placed in the earth firm mountains that
they may provide you food, and rivers and rouies
that you may be guided."
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Thus, the Holy Quran exquisitely succeeds in making

this revelation in a manner that the prevalent knowledge of
that time is not too loudly challenged. It is likely that the
people may have believed verse 89 of Surah A/-Naml,
referred to a future event associated with Doomsday. But as
has been demonstrated, this misinterpretation would be
absolutely unacceptable for the following reasons:

1

2)

3)

The verse clearly speaks in the present tense and not
in the future tense. The letter (3 ) vaow used here
can literally be translated as ‘while’ instead of ‘and’,
so the meaning could be, ‘you think the mountains are
stationary, while they are moving'. To refer this part
of the statement to the future is impermissible.

If they, the mountains, were to fly in the future then
how could man, even if he were perched at a safe
distance on another planet, believe them to be
stationary despite watching them flying in space?
Hence such a translation is out of the question. Also,
to translate this verse to indicate that though humans
today consider the mountains to be stationary, they are
not so because in future they will fly, would be
evidently wrong. If the mountains are stationary today
the humans would certainly see them to be stationary.
It is not a question of their thinking them to be
stationary. The Quran would have said ‘You know
them to be stationary and so they are but in future
they will no longer be so’. This is not what the Quran
says at all.

At the end of the same verse, a tribute to the firmness
of God’s creation is the last clinching proof that the
mountains, despite flying, are firmly entrenched.

It is noteworthy that the early commentaries maintain

silence on the true meaning of this verse which suggests
that it was too difficult for them to interpret.
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The Holy Quran also pronounces that all heavenly
bodies are in a constant state of motion; none of them is
stationary:

2138 *0id il o3 )5

.. everything is gliding along smoothly in its orbit.”

This all-embracing statement covers the entire
universe, our solar system being no exception. In addition
to this, there are many other verses which mention the
elliptical movement of all the heavenly bodies. But they
also speak of their movement towards their destined time of
death. Following are some of the verses which cover both
subjects:
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Allah is He Who raised up the heavens without any
pillars that you can see. Then He settled Himself on
the Throne. And He pressed the sun and the moon
into service. All pursue their course until an
appointed time. He regulates it all. He clearly
explains the Signs, that you may have a firm belief
in the meeting with your Lord."
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Hast thou not seen that Allah makes the night pass
into the day, and makes the day pass into the night,
and He has pressed the sun and the moon into
service; all pursuing their course till an appointed
term, and Allah is well aware of what you do?'*

e }JU:”uj)@‘ 834’3)%-"-“3&3' o
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He merges the night into the day, and He merges the
day into the night. And He has pressed into service
the sun and the moon; each one runs ifs course to an
appointed term. Such is Allah, your Lord; His is the
kingdom, and those whom you call upon beside
Allah own not even a whit."”
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He created the heavens and earth in accordance with
the requirements of wisdom. He makes the night to
cover the day, and He makes the day to cover the
night; and He has pressed the sun and the moon into
service; each pursues its course until an appointed
time. Hearken, it is He alone Who is the Mighty, the
Great Forgiver.'®

ow we turn to another amazing revelation of the

ool TN T R 0 z‘z Quran regarding a specific motion of the sun which
? AP AT e S AN AT 5 IV i oS NS . . .
- ’ cT is mentioned nowhere else. This verse 36:39,
3130 "Jl‘"‘ pronounces,
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And the sun is constantly moving in the direction of
its ultimate abode of rest. This is the decree of the
Almighty, the All-Knowing."

1t clearly speaks of a point in space to be the sun’s
final resting place. Despite the fact that it is only the sun
which is mentioned, the verses which immediately follow
bind the entire universe to the movement of the sun in the
same specific direction:

R ‘
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And the sun is constantly moving in the direction of
its ultimate abode of rest. This is the decree of the
Almighty, the All-Knowing.

And for the moon We have regulated stages until it
looks like a thin branch of an old palm tree.

Nor does it behove for the sun to overtake the moon
nor for the night to overtake the day ..."*

If it were only the sun which was moving in a fixed
direction, the verse which follows this statement would not
have proclaimed that the sun and the moon strictly maintain
their mutual distance; they will never be able to gain or
move away from each other, an unchangeable destiny till
their appointed time. This clearly shows that in whatever
direction the sun is moving, the moon is also moving.

But it is not only the question of the sun and the
moon. All the heavenly bodies are described in the Quran
as soundlessly floating. Again there are numerous verses in
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the Quran which describe the heavenly bodies bound
together with invisible links. Hence if one of them moves in
a direction other than its orbital and elliptical motion, all
the other heavenly bodies must also move along to maintain
their mutual balance.
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And He it is Who created the night and the day, and
the sun and the moon; everything gliding along in
orbit.”

*e 5 S g i 8,08 o T e 5
2.

36:41 *pd 2l 03 157,

It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor can the
night outstrip the day. All float in an orbit.

This is a unique style of the Quran also employed for
indicating the movement of the earth upon its axis. The
people of the time of both these revelations could not
clearly grasp the underlying idea. If the mountains are
moving the earth must also move along, but this is not what
the people of that age inferred. Nor could they grasp the
idea that if the sun is moving in the direction of a specific
space, the entire universe must also be moving along with it
to the same destination. This vision of the entire universe
drifting away in space is an idea which perhaps has not as
yet been conceived by contemporary scientists. Yet it can
be implied from an in-depth study of the Quran that the
entire cosmos is moving towards some point in space. If
that implication is true then one is left with no choice but to
visualize all 180 billion or more galaxies, of which our
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planetary system is but a tiny dot, to be moving along with

the sun in a set direction.

YW Isewhere in the chapter we have suggested the
possibility of an all-consuming gigantic black hole

Swhich may pull back the entire universal mass into
its singularity.

As such, we have concluded that according to the
Quran the case of the universe is an open and shut case. At
the moment of the Big Bang it began to expand almost at
the speed of light. At the end it will once again be drawn
back into the abyss which we refer to as a black hole.

As far as the concept of a single universal black hole
is concemed, it is based on the Big Bang theory which is
fully supported by the Quran. Some scientists however,
propose the case of an open universe. They believe that the
universe will continue to expand forever and ever until the
spacial matter becomes too thin and sparse, and extends
beyond the gravitational pull of the centre of the universe.
This scenario leaves no room for the universe to be
reassembled and recreated. The Quran categorically rejects
this open concept. It is loud, clear and specific that from a
singularity the universe erupted, and back into another
singularity it will sink again. The Unity of God and its
creative outburst and the return of the creation again to the
Unity of God could not have been better expressed than:

#,
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... to God we belong and to Him shall we return.”!
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ORIGIN OF LIFE
— DIFFERENT THEORIES AND
PROPOSITIONS

R AEONS, philosophers have been attempting to
| solve the riddle of existence and origin of the
universe. In the current era, their attention has
been particularly focused on the origin of life. The
dilemma they face is the question of who preceded whom
— was it the chicken which laid the egg, or the egg which
hatched the chicken? The most difficult challenge they face
is about the creation of organic material. Organic material
is a product of life and life itself is a product of organic
material. How did inorganic chemicals convert into organic
chemicals before the creation of life?

The problem which confronted researchers was
evidently of a paradoxical nature. Every problem solved
gave birth to many others perhaps more difficult to resolve.
Every question that was answered led to a chain of other
unanswerable questions, or, so it seemed. As the research
proceeded, with a growing number of participating
scientists, sometimes it appeared as if some of the
researchers had at last struck bonanza. Such discoveries
created great excitement among some who were inclined to
make tall claims at every breakthrough that favoured their
conception of how things might have been. There were
others however, who were far more cautious and kept
warning their fellow scientists not to be overzealous in
drawing conclusions. The search for such clues as could

scientifically satisfy their inquiry was set in motion in every
direction. To date, none of the proposed solutions have
found unanimous acceptance in the scientific community.

Different scientists have reacted differently to different
353

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

ORIGIN OF LIFE - DIFFERENT THEORIES AND PROPOSITIONS

theories. Some have rejected them entirely, propounding
their own propositions instead, while some have accepted
them but only partially. Yet as a whole, the general
direction of the overall research has begun to emerge,
becoming clearer with the passage of time. Evidence is
being discovered which lends new support to some of the
propositions which are finding greater favour among the
scientific community.

The purpose of this exercise is not to bother the reader
with overmuch scientific jargon but some of it is
unavoidable, otherwise we shall fail to achieve the object of
co-relating the scientific data with the relevant Quranic
verses. As much as the subject would allow, care is taken to
simplify the language so that even the ordinary reader,
unfamiliar with science, could keep up with us provided he
makes a special effort to remain alert. A difficult task
indeed, but not altogether impossible we hope!

This study will help the reader to realize that none of
the Quranic declarations relating to the origin of life and its
consequent evolution have ever been proved wrong. On the
contrary, the general trend of the research continues to
support the scenario of the creation of life as presented by
them. We believe this will lead the reader to a world of
wonders, far more intriguing than the story of Alice in
Wonderland. The wonders of Alice’s dreamland were
fictional after all, but the journey we propose to undertake
into our ancient past is on the wings of Divine revelation
supported by scientific evidence. This is no fiction. It is a
real land of wonders and mysteries of the creation of God,
the Unique, the Peerless.

rigin of Life Theories
Let us visualize with the help of scientific
investigation, the image of the environment and the
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atmosphere around the earth as it existed for three and a
half billion years before the origin of life. The atmosphere
at that time is believed to be anoxic — lacking free
unlocked oxygen. No form of life which depends on
metabolism for the release of energy through oxidation
could have survived in such an atmosphere. In fact the
absence of oxygen was an essential prerequisite for the
synthesis of organic material from inorganic chemicals.
Hence by design, as we believe, or by accident as the
secular scientist will have it, it so happened that during the
first three and a half billion years of the age of the earth, the
atmosphere remained oxygen-free. There was no protective
ozone layer in the stratosphere either. The chemical
materials which must have been the precursors to stable
forms of organic chemicals had to evolve without oxygen:

‘J.B.S. Haldane, the British biochemist, seems to
have been the first to appreciate that a reducing
atmosphere one with no free oxygen, was a
requirement for the evolution of life from nonliving
organic matter.”'

The absence of an ozone layer must have facilitated
the high energy radiation blasts from the cosmos to reach
the earth and ocean surfaces uninterrupted. The
bombardment of this intense cosmic energy became largely
instrumental in the creation of pre-biotic organisms which
helped the transfer of material from inorganic to organic.
The synthesis from inorganic chemicals in the oceans into
preliminary organic chemicals such as amino acids was
initially triggered off by the cosmic radiation in an anoxic
atmosphere. This chemical reaction started from simple
inorganic molecules such as water, carbon dioxide and

ammonia. As this process advanced, according to Haldane,
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the primitive oceans reached the consistency of a hot, dilute
soup (primordial soup).?

The outcome of Haldane’s research was published in
1929 in the Rationalist Annual but no serious note was
taken of it in scientific circles. A few years before Haldane,
A.L Oparin, a Soviet scientist, had also published a small
monograph in Russia in 1924, proposing similar ideas
concerning the origin of life. This article too was met with
no better fate. Both had simultaneously and independently
worked on the problem of how organic material could have
been synthesized from inorganic material before the
beginning of biotic evolution.

New Landmark
After Oparin and Haldane, other scientists rose to

fame by taking up the same inquiry all over again.
During this period, it was undoubtedly Harold C. Urey of
the American University of Chicago, who made the greatest
theoretical contribution in this field. He restated the Oparin-
Haldane thesis in his book The Planets® and resurrected the
interest of the scientists in their pioneer research concerning
the issue of the origin of life. In practical research however,
it was Stanley L. Miller, a pupil of Urey, who stole the
limelight in 1953. He, in accordance with Urey’s theory
recreated the atmospheric semblance of the primitive earth
in a sealed glass apparatus. He filled it with a few litres of
methane, ammonia and hydrogen gases, representing the
atmosphere which scientists thought had then existed. To
this mixture he added some water. A spark discharge device
simulated lightning while a heated coil kept the water
bubbling. Within a few days a reddish precipitate began to
stain the glass which on analysis, to the utter delight of
Miller, was found rich in amino acids.* It is amino acids,
one should remember, which link up together to form

356

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

59



Ansar Education Syllabus 2012

ORIGIN OF LIFE - DIFFERENT THEORIES AND PROPOSITIONS

proteins, the building material from which the bricks of life
are made.

At that time, the outcome of this experiment was
considered the most stunning evidence thai the prerequisiie
organic material for building the bricks of life could
originate from natural atmospheric interaction with sea
water, producing the ‘primordial soup’. Soon, scientific
fiction began to take root in this discovery. Many a
scientist, in a highly excited state of mind, began to predict
that it would not be long before life itself could be conjured
up in test tubes. Many years later, however, Miller himself
had quite a different gloomy confession to make:

‘The problem of the origin of life has turned out to
be much more difficult than I, and most other
people, envisioned. "

His epoch-making experiment was performed in 1953
when he was a mere twenty-three vear old undergraduate at
the University of Chicago. Coincidentally, it was in the
same year that another highly important research was
successfully carried out, which was profoundly linked with
the same issue. It related to the deciphering for the first
time, by Watson and Crick, of the structure of
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). DNA together with RNA,
constitute the fundamental bricks of life. This led to a much
bigger challenge of envisioning how life could have
resulted from some primitive forms of organic material,
accidentally created as scientists believed, into such
profoundly complex material.

The problems were manifold. Of the many questions

raised, one was how and by what game of chance, inorganic
material could convert into the prpliminaﬂf oreanic material
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which is a prerequisite for building the bricks of life.
Returning to the early experiments of Urey, the first
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samples of laboratory test tube experiments were critically
re-examined by many scientists. Some of them discovered
grave flaws in Miller’s experiment, taking some lustre off
the hitherto much glorified exercise.

One major objection levelled at his experiment was
that it was carried out in a simple flask and test-tube
apparatus. The water substituting sea water was kept at
boiling temperature while the natural conditions could not
have admitted to such a proposition. This should have
required the constantly controlled boiling of sea water over
billions of years.

Some scientists would much rather have a cold start
for the synthesis of life than the wet start proposed by
Miller. They were inclined towards favouring the synthesis
of organic material based on solid state chemistry rather
than on the boiling water scenario.

Some went even further to suggest that the
preliminary organic chemicals need not have been created
here on earth. To support this view, they referred to the
study of meteoritic rocks some of which are known to have
contained many amino acids. In fact, the controlled
experiment of Miller could produce only thirty-five amino
acids as against the fifty-two counted during the analytical
study of material from space. But those in favour of a ‘wet
start’, originating in the sea water, raised many counter-
objections against this proposition. One such objection
relates to the well-known phenomenon of atmospheric
friction which must have generated an immense amount of
heat as the meteorites entered the earth’s atmosphere. Such
friction can raise the temperature of the intruding rocks so
high as to set them ablaze. Hence all organic material
carried by the burning rock should have disintegrated in
mid-air before reaching the earth. The evidence of amino
acids found in meteoric rock, according to the critics, could
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have indicated only the contamination it must have received
after reaching the earth and cooling down. Those who
insisted that it is possible for the organic material to have
reached the earth safely from space, without confronting
frictional heat, proposed another mode of transport which
would be free from this flaw. It was suggested that the
organic material might have been carried by small particles
enwrapped in protective layers of icy covers such as found
in the tails of comets. They could have softly alighted upon
the earth like dew.

Returning once again to the epoch-making experiment
performed by Miller, and the storm it raised, it did not take
very long for its dust to settle down. In the calm that
ensued, many a cool-minded reappraisal was conducted by
some scientists.

One most eminent scholar R.E. Dickerson, in his
excellent article Chemical Evolution and the Origin of Life,
has critically examined at length the inferences drawn from
Millers’ experiment, in a detached, unbiased study. One
thing that emerges predominantly from his review is that all
the facts and experimental data relating to the Miller
experiment were not included in the early reports.

Dickerson deemed it essential to point out:

‘Although the simulations yield many of the amino
acids found in the proteins of living organisms, they
also yield at least as many related molecules that are
not present.”®

Experiments, simulating Miller’s pioneer work,
carried out by other scientists, revealed that out of three
isomeric forms of an amino acid produced during these
experiments ‘only valine appears in proteins today’. None of

the seven amino acid isomers, created during spark-
discharge experiments has been ‘disignated as a protein
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constituent’ by the universal code of life on earth. He further
observes:

‘...why the present set of 20 amino acids was
chosen. Were there false starts, with genetic codes
that specified different sets of amino acids, in lines
of development that died out without a trace because
they could not compete with the lines that
survived?’®

The task of creating the most highly complex and
precisely sequenced proteins, the essential material for
building the bricks of life — DNA/RNA, out of the simple
amino acids synthesized by Miller is a ‘mission
impossible’. Even if conceded that due to the interplay of
limitless chances the molecules of DNA/RNA were finally
synthesized, the dilemma remains far from being resolved.

Dickerson quotes the British scientist, J.D. Bernal to
emphasize the problem at hand, by suggesting that the
scenario of a single molecule of DNA, created by chance,

‘... generating the rest of life was put forward with
slightly less plausibility than that of Adam and Eve
in the Garden.”

Dickerson, during his summarization of the attendant
problem highlights the difficulties inherent in the proposed
solutions and suggests that the theorists actually rely on a
wild, fantastic game of chance. But to that we shall return
later.
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REPARE NoW to undertake a journey upon the wings

of scientific vision into the ancient past to explore

the nature and identity of the jinn. The Quranic

concept of jinn has been briefly discussed before
in Life in the Perspective of Quranic Revelations. Arabic
lexicon mentions the following as the possible meanings of
the word jinn. It literally means anything which has the
connotation of concealment, invisibility, seclusion and
remoteness. It also has the connotation of thick shades and
dark shadows. That is why the word ‘jannah’ (from the
same root word) is employed by the Quran to denote
paradise, which would be full of thick, heavily shaded
gardens. The word jinn is also applicable to snakes which
habitually remain hidden from common view and live a life
secluded from other animals in rock crevices and earthen
holes. It is also applied to women who observe segregation
and to such chieftains as keep their distance from the
common people. The inhabitants of remote, inaccessible
mountains are likewise referred to as jinn. Hence, anything
which lies beyond the reach of common sight or is invisible
to the unaided naked eye, could well be described by this
word.

This proposition is fully endorsed by a tradition of the
Holy Prophet™ in which he strongly admonishes people not
to use dried up lumps of dung or bones of dead animals for
cleaning themselves after attending to the call of nature
because they are food for the jinn. As we use toilet paper
now, at that time people used lumps of earth, stones or any
dry article close at hand to clean themselves. We can safely
infer therefore, that what he referred to as jinn was nothing
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other than some invisible organisms, which feed on rotting
bones, dung etc. Remember that the concept of bacteria and
viruses was not till then born. No man had even the vaguest
idea about the existence of such invisible tiny creatures.
Amazingly it is to these that the Holy Prophet™ referred.
The Arabic language could offer him no better, more
appropriate expression than the word jinn.

Another important observation made by the Quran is
in relation to the creation of the jinn. They are described as
having been born out of blasts of fire (from the cosmos).

rd g0 Tele 2 A% ®__ 0~
15:28 " 30l U (o J5 Ly 4l TRy

And the Jinn We created before that (the creation of
man) from blasts of fire (faris-samiim).'

Here the adjective used to describe the nature of the
particular fire from which the jinn were created is Samiim,
which means a blazing fire or a blast that has no smoke.”
We find a similar statement in another Quranic verse:

55:16 * 6 0 g,li L 0GR i

And the Jinn He created from the flame of fire.?

Having established that the word jinn applies here to
some type of bacterial organisms, let us again turn our
attention to the verses quoted above that speak of the jinn
as having been created out of fire. The prime candidates for
the application of these verses seem to be such minute
organisms as drew the energy for their existence directly
from hot blazes of lightning — Sam@im — and cosmic
radiation.
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Dickerson inadvertently agrees with the Quranic view

when he observes that the most ancient organisms:-

‘... would have lived on the energy of lightning and
ultraviolet radiation ..."*

This scenario of cosmic radiation is not specifically
mentioned in the work of other scientists in their search for
the pre-biotic organisms. But they too have corroborated
the idea that whatever organisms existed before biotic
evolution must have drawn their energy directly from heat.
Of all the categories of bacteria classified as the most
ancient only ‘prokaryotes’ and ‘eukaryotes’ were
mentioned by previous generations of scientists. However,
that conclusion proved to be a hastily drawn one, according
to Karl R. Woese and his colleagues. They observed:

‘Simply because there are two types of cells at the
microscopic level it does not follow that there must
be only two types at the molecular level.”

For the benefit of the lay reader the difference
between the two bacteria, known as the prokaryotes and
eukaryotes, is explained in terms as simple as possible. It
relates to the presence or absence of a nucleus in them. The
prokaryote type of bacteria, despite having a well-defined
cell membrane, have no distinct nucleus. The eukaryotes on
the other hand, possess well-defined and well-developed
nuclei occupying the centre of each cell.

It was considered that these were the only two ancient
forms of bacteria which gave birth to others and evolved
into organisms which could be referred to as the ancestors
of life. However, Woese published the findings of his
pioneer research in Scientific American, June 1981,
claiming that archaebacteria, could be rightly considered as
the earliest form of organisms. He and his colleagues
informed the scientific community that they were a third
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distinct line which preceded all others. Thus it is they who
should be entitled as the most ancient ancestors of life.
Woese and his collaborators continued to pour strong
evidence into this discovery and as the ice began to thaw,
according to Woese:

‘Although a few biologists still dispute our
interpretation, the idea that archaebacteria represent
a separate grouping at the highest level is becoming
generally accepted.”®

Again he writes:

‘This implies that the methanogens are as old as or
older than any other bacterial group.’®

According to The Hutchinson Dictionary of Science:

‘... the archaebacteria are related to the earliest life
forms, which appeared about 4 billion years ago,
when there was little oxygen in the Earth’s
atmosphere.”

But the author of Genetics a Molecular Approach states:

‘Since 1977 more and more differences between
archaebacteria and other prokaryotes have been
found, so much so that microbiologists now favour
the term archaea, to emphasize that these organisms
are distinct from bacteria.’®

7 HE ORGANISMS REFERRED TO AS JINN In the Quran seem

to fit the above description. But, though scientists

unanimously describe these bacteria as possessing
the potential of drawing their energy from heat, they are not
mentioned as having been originally created directly by the
cosmic rays and blasts of lightning by any scientist other
than Dickerson. The rest however, continue to unveil more
mysteries with further research.
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‘... in undersea vents, hot springs, the Dead Sea, and
salt pans, and have even adapted to refuse tips.”®

On the issue of antiquity, though Woese and his
colleagues have no doubt that the archaebacteria are the
prime claimants. According to some scientists they may
have evolved from some unknown parenthood
simultaneously.

But these are issues which fall outside the domain of
this exercise. Whether the other bacteria evolved out of
them or not is irrelevant to the discussion. The relevant
point is that all forms of most ancient bacteria draw their
energy directly from heat. This is a tribute of no small
magnitude to the Quranic declaration made over fourteen
hundred years ago:

15:28 "3l U G 0 e e GG

And the Jinn We created before that from blasts of

fire (naris-samiim).'”

According to the accepted scientific studies, direct
heat from fire had to play a vital role in the creation and
maintenance of pre-biotic organisms. This, in fact was the
only mode of transfer of energy for the consumption of
organized forms of existence during this era. As they
multiplied during their uninterrupted proliferation lasting
over billions of years, their death must have polluted the
oceans while they decayed and fermented turning the
oceans into the primordial soup. This will be discussed at
greater length in the following chapter.
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OES MaN represent the final stage of development

or will there be another creation after man? Is

there any possibility of a new species evolving

from Homo sapiens with improved or added

senses, that is able to perceive new dimensions with the

capacity to develop a higher intelligence? Again, could it be

possible for that new species to appear in a completely

different form and shape with an entirely new life pattern?

To the best of our knowledge, these questions have not
been examined as such by any religion other than Islam.

For the philosophers or scholars of previous ages, this

was entirely beyond the scope of their intellect. Even

modern science can only discuss this issue in a vague way.

No serious methadoloov within a scholastic framewaork hag
INO serious metiiedelogy wilin a sehoiaslic Iramework has

been developed to examine these possibilities.

It is an amazing distinction of the Holy Quran that it
raises and resolves such questions and predicts such
possibilities. The issue of life after death is different,
discussed traditionally by almost all major religions. None,
however, has even hypothetically examined the possibility
of other forms of life here on earth evolving before or after
Doomsday.

Having said that, we beg to remind the reader that
although other scriptures also share the description of
Doomsday, the Quranic terminology is much wider and
varied in its application. There are many prophecies in the
Quran regarding some epoch-making future events like

oreat revalutione and nnheavale All thece are referred to hy
greatl revoiulions anda upneavais. All these are relerred 1o by

the same term Al-Qivamah ( %\ ), or its synonym
Al-sa‘ah (225 ). All the same, these terms also cover that
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which is commonly understood by the expression
‘Doomsday’ which indicates the coming to an end of the
entire mankind. It is this meaning which is shared by the
other scriptures when they speak of Doomsday.

But although the term ‘Doomsday’ is generally
interpreted by the adherents of these religions to be the be-
all and end-all of the universe, the Holy Quran does not
employ the term entirely in the same sense. The earth
according to it, i3 a small part of the vast universe. A great
upheaval of gigantic global dimension can create vast
destruction, wiping out all life from the face of the earth.
Yet, it does not imply that the entire earth itself will be
completely annihilated nor can it result in the total
annihilation of the entire universe.

EFORE PROCEEDING FURTHER, let us give an outline of
B what is to come in this chapter in relation to the

future of man here on earth, or elsewhere in the
otherworldly existence, according to the Quranic teachings.
There are some verses which speak of events to take place
in this world, beyond the occurrence of Doomsday. These
mention the changing of man’s form into something
different after death as he is raised into a new life. Then
there are verses distinctly apart from them which speak of a
future beyond Doomsday, but not in the Hereafter. They
clearly present the scenario of continuous evolution here on
earth, resulting in the creation of a species belonging to an
order higher than man. This latter concept is not to be
confused with, or linked to the former, i.e. resurrection after
death.

Let us begin with the study of the verses relating to
the Hereafter, other than those which discuss the possibility
of a completely new form of intellectual life here on earth.
Addressing those who are sceptical to the idea of life after
death, the Quran reminds them that they should be more
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sceptical of their own existence here on earth than their life
after death. One thing which they most certainly know is
that they came from nowhere. It was non-existence which
preceded them. Having been created from nothing, why
should they doubt that they may be created again from
something which they now are. The proposition of their
being re-born out of what they are today, is evidently far
more logical than the proposition of their materializing out
of nothing. This is the import of many verses of the Quran
on the subject of man’s scepticism regarding life after
death, but it is merely like the opening of a door for further
investigation. In itself, it is never meant to be an argument
to prove the existence of life in the hereafter: it is only
meant to disprove the justification of scepticism. The Quran
further reminds man that the high level of consciousness
which he has gained should have been a source of light for
him rather than that of darkness. His awareness of his
surroundings and what lies beyond should have convinced
him of the existence of his Creator to whom he raises his
head in defiance instead. Yet if he believes in Him his
denial of the hereafter could have sprung merely from his
amazement — it is far too wonderful to be true. In reality
however, his first creation is far more amazing and
unbelievable than his second creation.

URNING TO A DEDUCTIVE ARGUMENT, the Quran first
']rlays its foundation by declaring that no direct

witnessing of the hereafier is possible for humans
on earth. Beyond the end of his life, from man’s vantage
point, nothing can be seen but utter void and emptiness.
Look at the wisdom of man: he believes himself to be born
out of this total void and does not raise an eyebrow in
incredulity. Yet, when he is told that he will rise again after
death, he refuses to accept this suggestion as absolutely
absurd and senseless. The comparison is so powerful that it
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does not require a great philosopher to comprehend the
strength of this argument.

No better witness therefore, than man himself, can be
brought to testify against his own denial. The Holy Quran
in dealing with this subject first builds precisely and
accurately, the viewpoints of the disbelievers in the clearest
terms, then it turns to their rebuttal. The following are some
of the relevant verses:

W
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And they say, ‘There is nothing but this our present
life; we die and we live here; and nothing but Time
destroys us.” But they have no knowledge of that;
they do but conjecture.’
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Does he promise you that when you are dead and
have become dust and bones, you will be brought
forth again?
Far, far from truth is that which you are promised.
There is no life other than our present life; we were
lifeless and now we live, but we shall not be raised
up again.?

2. e d et R A S
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And says man, ‘What! When I am dead, shall 1 be
brought forth alive?”’
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And they swear by Allah their strongest oaths that
Allah will not raise up those who die. Nay, He will
certainly raise them up — a promise He has made
binding on Himself, but most people know not.

He will raise them up that He may make clear to
them that wherein they differed, and that those who
disbelieved may know that they were liars.*

P ST T IR T2 e F LAV
*r-::‘J @;(&gﬁ‘&funbw@J){au <%
36:79

And he coins similitudes for Us and forgets his own

creation. He says, “Who can quicken the bones when
they are decayed?’’

50:16 *-‘*ul’wm-j ‘._.&J,\J\L,ML,L__.;\

Have We then become weary with the first creation?
Nay, but they are in confusion about the new
creation.®
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And they were wont to say, “What! when we are
dead and have become dust and bones, shall we
indeed be raised again,

‘And our fathers of yore too?"’
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We ordained death for you and We shall not be
prevented.
From changing your forms altogether and raise you
unto something of which you have no knowledge.
And you have certainly learnt as to how you were

raised during your first creation, why then do you
not contemplate? ®

Thus the Quran facilitates for man his belief in the
hereafter, but that is not all the argument there is to it:

N & a-.{..li”,.!n-‘_
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31:29

Your creation and your resurrection are only like the
creation and resurrection of a single self. Verily
Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.’

This is the verse which builds the subject further and
opens up a new vista for man’s understanding of the life
after death.

The phenomenon of resurrection is related to the
phenomenon of the birth of each individual. If one
visualizes the initial embryonic stage of the fusion of the
sperm with the ovum and tries to conceive from that
vantage point the end product — the birth of a fully
developed child, it would seem impossible to believe that it
would happen. Imagine the gigantic transformation from
that insignificant fertilized egg into the live and kicking
wonder of a baby, delivered at the end of nine months. A
viewer who has not witnessed this transformation
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repeatedly could not at all imagine it to have happened just
by looking at the first few stages of fused embryonic cells.
Life after death is likened to this amazing process — a
transformation from almost nothing to a highly developed
and organized form of life.

The difference between the origin of man as a mere
bio-unit to what he has become, 1s a fantastic
transformation. It is impossible for the rudimentary life
forms to envision the future of evolution culminating in
man, even if granted the sense to do so. Their awareness of
what they are is so insignificant, that it is extremely
difficult for humans to refer to it as awareness. This is a
profound statement, so short yet so far-reaching, covering
the entire span of evolution from end to end. The message
given here is that between you as you exist now, and you at
the time of resurrection, the difference will be as vast as the
difference between the origin of life on earth and you in
your present form. The transformation will be colossal. It is
impossible for you to comprehend the nature of what you
may be raised into after death. Yet, you can in no way
escape the inevitable conclusion that your first creation is
far more unbelievable than the second one that you reject.
Perhaps it will take a billion years or so for the resurrected
soul to reach its final perfected form of spiritual evolution.
We draw this inference because the resurrection is likened
unto the first phase of human creation from nothingness.
We know now that it took at least one billion years, if not
more, for man to evolve from his first ancestral elementary
form of life. Hence, if this phase of his creation is similar to
the second phase of his resurrection, it is not unlikely that
the similarity may also cover the span of time between the
first and the second creation.

To prove the point further the Holy Quran enters a
unique style of deductive logic. We do not plan to fully
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illustrate this point here with reference to the relevant
verses because many of them have already been discussed
in other chapters. Here we only want to explain the style of
this argument. Speaking of some future events of this world
at a time when no human could envisage them, the Quran
simultaneously begins to speak of the life after death,
sometimes in a language which has two concurrent
meanings. The prophecies contained in these verses can be
read as applicable to here as well as to the Hereafter. When
the events of this world, mentioned therein, clearly and
irrefutably become realized, the fulfilment of the events of
the Hereafter becomes only a matter of time. The same
superhuman agency which is proved right with the
unfolding of the events of this world must also be trusted
concerning that which remains to be fulfilled in matters
pertaining to the Hereafter. This is as far as any argument
can go regarding the life to come, otherwise it is impossible
to prove by any other means before death.

Having discussed the possibility of an evolved form
of existence after death, some verses of the Quran clearly
depict the appearance of a new form of life here on earth,
replacing humans and distinctly different from them.

T T e A P
Pl U o Gl o Vi ol Gl 0 f o
- A - . I - y ° o
142021 * 5 5m ) Lo &5 Uy ® w8 5l oy
s s # .-
Seest thou not that Allah created the heavens and the
earth in accordance with the requirements of truth
(Hag)? If (o1 ) He so pleases, He can remove

you and put in your place a new creation ( ;l> ).
And that is not ar all hard for Allah."

These verses simply cannot be applied to the case of
life after death. The use of the conditional preposition in
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( :'Jl ) which means if, clearly implies that life after death
is not intended otherwise this condition would put to doubt
the definite existence of the hereafter — while the entire
Quran speaks of it as an absolute unconditional reality. The
verse under discussion does not speak of replacing man
with others like him. It clearly mentions the bringing into
being of a new creation, khalg ( ai" ) and speaks of the
whole of mankind to be changed into a different entity.

The whole universe is built with The Truth, so also is
the creation of man — the very summit of creation. Quite
distinct from the subject of life after death, the Holy Quran
also speaks of a different form here on earth which will
supersede humans:

I T s e T g S
76:29 "I
We created them and strengthened their make; and

when We will so decide, We will change their form
to something completely different."

And again:
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But nay! [ swear by the Lord of the easts and of the
wests, that We have the power

To substitute in their place others better than they,
and We cannot be frustrated in Our plans.”

The substitute creation is not mentioned as another
nation gaum (¢ ) nor as another generation of humans.
The conditional use of if implies that if man reforms
himself and begins to behave properly, he may not
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necessarily be wiped out as a species to make room for
another better one.

Thus, the Quran raises the possibility of more
advanced forms of creation developing, with superior
sensory faculties or even new senses in addition to our five.
Although the Quran does not state that this will definitely
happen, yet it affirms God’s power to produce such changes
as are within His plan. It does not present an idea of blind
evolution based on accidental events. This possibility of
continuous evolution, as mentioned here, is one of the
greatest tributes to the Wisdom and Knowledge of the
Quran’s Author. It further proves that all that has been
attributed to the Quran in the previous chapters concerning
the evolution of life must have been true. Otherwise, it
could not have mentioned the possibility of man evolving
into another species — a subject not discussed in any other
secular or religious literature. Such statements could only
be made from a platform of absolute knowledge and
certainty.

We may not yet completely grasp the possibilities of
our continuing evolution or that of a completely new chain
of evolution beginning with a fresh start. Our understanding
can only reach the periphery of present knowledge and for
us it remains a part of the unseen. However, the unknown is
constantly being transformed into that which is known or
understood. This is the natural process of education. God is
the Lord of all that is seen and all that is unseen. Gradually
He broadens our horizons so that our vision is constantly
enlarged with the coming into view of that which
previously lay beyond the curtain of darkness.
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(Note: the words ‘to bring’ have been replaced by the words ‘to

substitute’ by the author)
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